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And He ſaid unto them Go ye into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to exery Creature. And they went forth, 
and preached every 64 the Lord working with them, fl 
and confirming the Word with Signs following. Mark xvi. 5 
15. 20. 

Preach the Ward, be ant in n Seaſon, out of a 


2 Tim. xiv. 2. 


4 * — 


l 


— 


LONDON: 
Printed for HuGHEts and WaLsH, Inner Temple Lane. 
| M. DCC. LXXXII. 


& 4 


*< . 


_ 


ar AO 


; FR EF A Ci 
: YT HE following pages contain a partial out- 
line of a plan moſt beneficent to mankind, 

I and ruth. 's the ever-bleſſed Redeemer ; pro- 

jected, and firſt begun to be executed, in rhe ſum- 

i mer laſt paſt. The noble intention of the perſon 
| who propoſed it is, that once at leaſt every year, 

| the voice of mercy, through a Savior's inexhau- 
ſiible merits, ſhould be ſounded in the ears of 
millions, by Goſpel- Miniſters ſent into every 
city, town, and larger village, throughout the 
kingdom. From theſe centers, it is preſumed, 
Grace and Truth may be propagated to each 
ſurrounding vicinage : ſo that innumerable mul- 
titudes may have opportunity of hearing the 
Word of Salvation. An object which cannot 
fail of engaging the hearts and prayers of all 
Chriſtians of every denomination, who feel the 


worth of immortal fouls, and the value of a 
Redeemer's blood. 
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To the Congregations, whoſe ardent zeal for 
this attempt hath appeared in their eager and 
ample contributions, after a moſt liberal pattern 

y by their Noble F ena the following relation 
* muſe be peculiarly pleaſing. And, what theſe 
papers could not recite, the ſucceſs, which hath 
appeared in may places fince the Miniſters labors, 
al gives 
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Siz LS, Roman empire was entirely d. W ſſolved by the de- 


%% 
gives the fulleſt aſſurance of divine approbation 
and concurrence. The fallow ground of many 
hearts hath been broken up, and the word of the 
kingdom is ſprung up with every proſpect of a 


glorious and eternal harveſt. 


To the Righteous in general, not included in 
the above particular deſcription, the great de- 
Sign here imagined muſt afford the trueſt delight, 
at leaſt from the proof it gives, that the New 
Reformation, of now more than forty years 
Standing, does not yet flagnate in putrid for ma- 
lity and dulneſs, but briſkly, hike a running 


fiream, diffuſes the waters of hfe, and in its 


antient temper works its way through every ob- 
flacle of perſecution, bigotry, and ignorance. 


Neither may it be improper to remark, that 
one of the firſt eminence in letters and philo- 
ſophy, in the preſent century, and confeſſedly 
moſt remote from enthuſiaſm, hath been often 
heard to declare, that the year 17 36, which 
was, without his obſerving it, the date of Mr. 
Whitefield's public labors, was, in his opinion, 


the entrance of the Millennium. Certainly, the 


wide ſpread of the goſpel from that time, by 


numberleſs miniſters and ſtudents, reſembles that 


| ſpiritual Advent; and may be, notwithſtanding 


the remaining coldneſs and darkneſs of the many, 
the January of the acceptable year of the Lord. 
And certamly, from the ycar 470, when the old 
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PR EN A UA. iii 
portion of Auguſtulus, when the Ten Horns 
formally appeared in its room, and when the 
Biſhops of Rome made great progreſs in their 
uſurpations, to the ara of the New Ręforma- 
tion, 1736, is exactly 1260 years, the ſpace 
allotted to the reign of Antichriſt, in the Reve- 
lations. Which reign is more effetlually begun 
to be undermined by the doctrines of Grace, 
from that time peculiarly and extenſively diſ- 
played, than by any other arts that can be em- 
poet for its eſſential ruin. 


Laſtly: To the flate itſelf, the deſign here 
efſayed to be executed, ought plainly to be an ob- 
ject, not of mere Toleration, extended now to 
even intolerant Papiſts, but of countenance and 
honor. For the principles thus diſſeminating, 
ſo far from oppoſing, exalt the doctrine of the 
Eſtabliſbed Church : and their virtuous frame 
and tendency ſeem to be, now all other methods 
fail, the moſt effeetual means of reclaiming men 


From the general and extreme immorality and pro- 


faneneſs of the preſent day. For, from the mo- 
ment theſe truths take real hold of the heart, 

the man invariably commences, not merely decent 
and moral (heathen ſyſtems could effect this), 
nor barely the good citizen and ſubject (vulgar 
motrves can operate thus far ), but humble, holy, 
and happy, and, what the ſcripture calls, A 
Partaker of the Divine Nature. The inſtances 
that look contrary, are thoſe only of alſe bre-= 
thren and H ocrites mixing with all ſocieties, 


F 
and chiefly with the beſt : but theſe are compa- 


ratively rare; and no more affect the character 
of the cauſe, than convul/ive diſtortions diſparage 
the general human beauty and proportion, or the 


treachery of Judas invalidates the miſſion of 
Chrift and the apoſiles. 


troduction (neceſſary, as the Printer alledged, 

| rom ſome one) nothing but the obligations and 
if dependency of his peculiar ſtation, reſtrain him 
J From not only prefacing theſe ſheets, but heartily 
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Reſpecting the unworthy Writer of this In- 


and univerſally Joining in the labors they recite. 
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Honor'd Map AM, 


Now fit down, according t to your Lady- 
ſhip's kind commands, to give you ſome 
account of our progreſs. Bleſſed be God! 
hitherto he has helped us; and though we 
have met with ſome diſappointments by rea- 


| ſon of the weather, which has been ſo rainy 


as to prevent my preaching out of doors in 


thoſe places where I had intended to do it, 


yet I humbly hope my poor labour has not 
been in vain in the Lord, Through mercy 


we arrived at Glaſtonbury, on Tueſday, June 19, 
about five o'clock in the afternoon, Here we 


met ſome ſerious people from Wells, who came 
to attend the preaching, which had been pub- 


liſhed by the Miniſter Mr. M. on the Sunday 


before, to be in the Diſſenting Meeting at 


ſeven o'clock this evening. Conſidering this 
to be a very dead place, not above four- 


teen on the Sunday morning, and about forty 


in the afternoon, under a ſound Miniſter, (as 


T's am told) who is encouraged to preach here 
only 
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4 
only every other Lord's Day, and the inhabi- 
tants in general being in the greateſt darkneſs, 
J was glad to find the houſe, porch, &c. very 
full. The congregation, conſiſted, I ſuppoſe, 
of three or four hundred, which heard with 
great attention and ſolemnity; ſome appeared 
much affected whilſt I diſcourſed from theſe 
words, How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect /0 
great ſalvation? Heb. ch. ii. ver. 3. There 
appeared ſuch a ſpirit of hearing, with ſo 
many enquiries when I would preach again, 
that the Miniſter was induced to appoint 
preaching ſooner by a week than the uſual 
courſe, in hopes the Lord would continue 
the ſame unuſual diſpoſition in the hearers 
which he was now an eye-witneſs of. To 
the great Maſter of the Harveſt I deſire to 
look for the increaſe. On Wedneſday the 20th 
we met with an accident which detained us 
on the road; but, through our good Shep-— 
herd's care, arrived at Bridgewater at noon, 
and at Taunton in the evening. Having not 
a moment to ſpare, I ſent to the Rev. Mr. R. 
who came to me with the moſt cordial affec- 
tion, and deſired me to preach immediately at 
his meeting, which is a large one, Here I 
found ſeveral hundreds aſſembled, many of 
whom, I truſt, received the word with joy, 
whilſt all liſtened with the utmoſt attention. 
My ſubject, which was taken from Rom. ch. xiv. 
ver. 17. The. Kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink, but righteouſneſi, and peace, and Joy in 
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the Holy Ghoſt ; led me to inſiſt that it was not 
the being a Churchman or Diſſenter that would 
carry us to Heaven, but the experimental 
knowledge of the power and grace of Chriſt 
in our own ſouls, through the ſpecial in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghoſt. We returned to 
Mr. R.'s houſe, by his preſſing invitation, and 
ſlept under his hoſpitable roof. The evening 
was ſpent very agreeably with his family, 
three of whom were young men under his 
care, training up for the miniſtry, that appear 
very ſerious. - Mr. R. prayed very ſweetly.— 
It pleaſed God to give us good reſt, which we 
were the more thankful for, as we had been 
much diſturbed the night before, by the ſongs 
of the drunkards in the Inn at G/aſtonbury. 
Thus we are taught the value of common mer- 
cies by our being occaſionally deprived of 
them. —Thurſday, the 21ſt, after I had prayed 
with Mr. R.'s family, we ſet out for Watchet ; 
but juſt before we parted, I ſaw a gracious 
elderly woman, who bleſſed God for the laſt : 
night's preaching, and ſpoke feelingly of the 
neceſſity of the kingdom of God being ſet up 
within us; and that ſhe had longed for my 
giving out preaching again at 6 o'clock this 
morning. Mr. R. had great hopes the Lord 
was preſent with us, and that good was done. 
He lamented much the bigotry of ſome ſerious 
miniſters, as well Diſſenters as thoſe in the 
Eſtabliſhment, and gave me a printed letter 
of his own to Sir H. T. which is one of 
B 2 the 
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the many proofs of his being a faithful ſervant 
of Chriſt, contending earneſtly for his Maſter's b 
glory. —In the afternoon we arrived ſafely at 7 
Watchet, and in a few minutes very heavy | 
rain came on. Mr. and Mrs. N. were not at 
home, having been abſent fix months; ſo that 
the poor people here and at Minehead have been 
without a preacher ſince Mr. H. left them, 
1 and are extremely anxious that your Ladyſhip 
WI would ſend them help. Indeed I cannot 
i but ſecond their requeſt, as there are ſome 
precious people at both places, who are at 
preſent as ſheep without a ſhepherd. The 
rain was ſo inceſſant both here and at Mine- 
head, as to prevent my preaching out of doors, 
which I had fully intended, and many could 
not come from the neighbouring villages who 
had deſired it. However, there were ſome that 
were truly hungering and thirſting after righ- 
teouſneſs; and the Lord, they acknowledged, 
gave them a good meal, from 1/azah, ch. xlv. ver. 
24. Surely, ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have J 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength. There were ſo 
many and fo hearty Amens put up from theſe 
poor dear people, and their ſinging was ſo 
lively, that they reminded me of a ſmall 
Welch congregation. — Friday the 22d, Mr. C. 
a Diſſenting Miniſter in the neighbourhood, 
who came through the rain to hear me 
the night before, and preaches occaſionally at 
Watchet when they are in neceſſity, came 
. and prayed. very ſweetly with us, and the 
N family 
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family at the Inn, and ſoon after we ſet off 
for Minehead. Here the chapel was very well 
filled; and, by the enlargement I felt in my 
own ſoul, and the viſible appearance on the 
faces of the people, I have no doubt but the 
Lord was among us of a truth. Indeed, I had 
not felt ſo much of his preſence ſince I had 
been on this journey as I did here, Many 
ſeemed much affected, particularly a young 
woman, who was obſerved to be much in 
tears during great part of the ſermon, whilſt 
I was drawn out earneſtly to invite poor fin- 
ners, as ſuch, to come to Chriſt, according to 
the ſubject I had been diſcourſing upon, 
from theſe words, This man recerveth ſinners, 
Luke xv. 2. After ſermon I gave the Lord's 


Supper to the ſociety, who were full of 


praiſes to God for ſuch a time of refreſhing 


from his preſence. There were ſome very 


gracious people come out of the country five 
or ſix miles, and returned in the rain, full 
of praiſes to the Lord. On Saturday the 23d, 
we let off for Barnſlaple, about ſeven in the 
morning; but, owing to the immenſe hills, 
and exceſſive badneſs of the roads, occaſioned 
by the rain, were obliged to ſtop ſhort 12 
miles, at South- Moulton, which we did not 
reach till eight at night, having taken e 
hours to travel the laſt fourteen miles; in- 
deed, it was with the utmoſt difficulty that 
the horſes drew us at all; but our good Shep=- 


herd brought us ſafe at lait. — Sunday the 
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24th, we ſet off very early for Aſhford, near 


Barnſtaple, but Mr. B. the Rector of the pa- 
Tiſh, had given me over, and the people were 
diſperſed till two o'clock, when I was expect- 
ed to preach, Here ! heard that neither Mr. 
L. an eminent Diſſenting Miniſter at Bidde- 
Ford, would let me preach in his pulpit, nor 
ſome other profeſſors, that had a preaching- 
room there, would permit me the uſe of it, 


but I determined to go, knowing the Lord 


manages beſt, and the government 1s upon 
his ſhoulders. Mr. B.'s church was very full, 
and the people heard with great attention, 
whilſt I ſpoke in the plaineſt and cloſeſt man- 
ner from Matt. ch. v. ver. 20. Except your 
righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven: inſomuch, that 
Mr. B. was conſtrained to addreſs them from 
the deſk in a ſhort exhortation, after I had 
done. I now prepared to ſet off for Bid- 
deford ; but ſome people from Barnſtaple beg- 
ged me to preach there in the evening: I 
conſidered this a call from the Lord, eſpecially 
as I had not been given out at Biddeford : but 


there were difficulties in the way; the gentry 


and mob threatened great oppoſition, the Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſter, though ſaid to be a ſerious 
man, had refuſed his Meeting, on application 


before and after I came; thoſe that had at- 
tempted to preach out of doors were pelted, 

and obliged to deſiſt, and rotten eggs had 
0 been 


EZ 1 =, 
been prepared all the week againſt my 
coming : however, I knew my Maſter was 
ſtronger than the devil and the world to- 
gether; and though I expected rioting, 1 
determined to venture my life in his hands, 
and went out into the ſtreet. Many hun- 
dreds attended, and there was great ſolem- 
nity in general: many much impreſſed ; ſome 
of the gentry were diſpoſed at firſt to trifling, 
but even of theſe not a few liſtened, as for 
life. My ſubject was taken from Luke ch. xiv. 
ver. 28. Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in. Many of the 
fearful and unbelieving acknowledged after- 
wards the Lord was infinitely better than 
their fears, and thus he hath given us victory 
in the day of battle.— The Poſt is juſt going 
out; I know Mr. L. will excuſe my not 
writing to him, as my hands, my. head, and 
my heart have been fo full of buſineſs to this 


moment. May the Lord Jeſus bleſs you abun= 
dantly ! OTE 


Dear Map AM, 


n, June 24, Your moſt Dutiful, 
| 17 1. | 7 


T. W. 


I hope before this reaches your Ladyſhip 
you will have received an account of our jour- 
ney as far as Barnſtaple. I will now continue 

B4 our 


EO | 

our Journal. — Barnſtaple, Monday, June 26. 

We heard of ſome under deep impreſſions 
from the laſt night's Diſcourſe, that could get 
no fleep, ſo that I ſaw clearly the hand of 
God in this matter. Here Mr. B. and his 
family dined with us at the Inn, and his eld- 
eſt ſon had been ſo much alarmed under the 
word, that his father was obliged to talk to 
him, by way of encouragement and comfort, 
almoſt the whole night. He told his father 
he wiſhed to go with us, even if he travelled 
bare-footed the whole journey ; but, being 
an apprentice, his going even the next itage 
with us was impracticable. Mr. B. was in a 
{weet ſpirit, rejoiced in my preſent itinerant 
employment, and declared if he had ſtrength, 


&c. he would do the ſame, and begged to 


walk with me over the town, that he might 
hereby publickly teſtify his warmeſt approba- 
tion. I now intended to ſet out for Biddeford, 
and preach there this evening; but before we 
left this town, Mr. J. a moſt gracious man, 
who had been employed by Mr. H. of Exeter, 
to give notice of my coming thither, inform- 


ed me that ſeveral hundreds had been aſſem- 


bled the night before at Biddeford, and waited 
ſome hours for my arrival. This determined 
me to deſire him to go back, and give notice 
that I ſhould preach on the Caſtle- hill at 
ſeven o'clock. We left Barnſtaple about 


three, and though we miſſed the right road 


for ſome miles, through the kind care and 
pro- 
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protection of our Almighty Shepherd, we ar- 
rived ſafe and in due time for the preaching. 
Soon after I went to the Caſtle- Hill, and preach- 
ed on Luke, ch. x. ver. 3. But a certain Sa- 
maritan as he journeyed came where he was, and 
when he ſaw him he had compaſſion on him.— 
There was a large company. Some were much 
affected, and we had no diſturbance but from 
one man in the ſkirts of the congregation, 
much in liquor, who ſeemed full of rage and 
enmity, fit for any work the devil would put 
him upon; however, our gracious Lord ſoon 
removed him from us, and there was a great 
ſolemnity among the hearers. — Tueſday 26, 
our hearts were much revived with the joyful 
news of ſome who appeared to be deeply con- 
vinced of fin under the laſt night's diſcourſe, 
particularly Mr. J.'s daughter, who had been 
ever before remarkably hardened againſt all 
ſhe had heard from her father and others, 
from time to time. A very reputable tradeſ- 
man was deeply diſtreſſed, trembling and weep- 
ing all laſt night and this morning about his 
ſalvation ; and though he ſaid he had at times 
before ſome ſlight concern about his ſoul, it 
went off like the early dew; but now, for 
the firſt time, he felt conviction come with 
power to his heart; many others diſcovering 
alſo much concern about the one thing need- 
ful. — Thus, notwithſtanding the contempt 
and oppoſition we met with here, not ſo 
| much 


4 
much from the world as from dry, formal 
profeſſors of the doctrines of the goſpel, much 
good appears to be done, through the love 


and mercy of our adorable Saviour! Great, 


never- ceaſing praiſe to his precious name, who 
will carry on his own work, though oppoſed 
in the houſe of his friends !—At nine o'clock 
we ſet off for Torrington, ſix miles from Bidde- 
ford, a very bad hilly road; here we baited on 
our way to Hetherbeg, a poor village, where we 
ſlept this night. It was evening before we ar- 
rived, and not knowing any one perſon here, 
nor perceiving any door open for preaching, we 
remained at the Inn. — Wedneſday 27, we ſet 


out in the morning for Launceſton ; and, 


though we miſſed. our way again, the provi- 
dence of our gracious Guide brought a man 
ſoon on the road, who directed us the right 
way, and we arrived at Brideſtom, a ſmall vil- 


lage, about eleven o'clock, where we baited, 


and proceeded in the afternoon to Launceſton. 
— There the town-hall was procured for me 


by Mr. J. S. a gracious man, who carries on 


a Meeting here, and has been greatly bleſſed 
to the awakening of many, who appear very 
ſimple-hearted and lively ſouls. The hall 
was filled, and crowded at the door. I diſ- 
courſed on Philippians, ch. iii. ver. 8, , 
Tea. doubileſs, and I count all things but loſs 


for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 


Feſus my Lord: for whom 1 * ſuffered 
the loſs 97 all e and do count them but 
5 oe 
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dung that I may win Cbhriſt, and be found 
in him, not having my own righteouſneſs, 
which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith. — The congregation 
heard with great attention.—A young man 


was a little troubleſome, by talking aloud 
but, on my deſiring him to be ſilent, we heard 
no more of him. After the ſermon was over, 
I was ſo earneſtly ſolicited by many of the ſe- 
rious people to give them a word of exhor- 
tation in the morning before I left the town, 

that I appointed a meeting ſoon after ſeven 

o'clock. —Thurſday 28. According to my laſt 
evening's engagement I went before breakfaſt 
to the meeting- room, where ] found the Society 
and a great many others aſſembled, and the 
Lord gave us a precious ſeaſon, favouring us 

peculiarly with his preſence ; The ſubje& was 
taken from Eſalm Ixxxix. ver. 1 5, 16. Bleſſed 
zs the people that know the joyful ſound : they 
ſhall walk, O LoRD, in the light of thy coun- 
tenance : in thy name ſhall they rejoice all the 
day, and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be 
exalted. They acknowledged the Lord's 
bleſſing them much under the word, and our 
fouls were ſo refreſhed, that I truſt moſt 
of us retained a ſweet ſavour of his precious 
name on our hearts. nn 


After breakſaſting with Mrs. M. and her 
daughter, the family of my late worthy friend, 
ho 
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who was a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, we 


ſet out for Bodmin, and baiting on the road, 
reached that place (through the tender mercy 


of our God) by tea-time. There I preached 


in the ſtreet, near the Town-hall; and, be- 
ſides the congregation around me, many heard 
at a diſtance at their doors and windows. 
Whilſt thus ſtanding up a ſpectacle to men 


and angels (however trying it was to my cor- 


rupt nature) glory be to Gop! I felt it my 
honour to be counted a fool for Chriſt's ſake ; 
and that if he was glorified, and fouls brought 
to the knowledge of Him, I could then ſuffer 
to be counted as the filth and off-ſcouring of 
all things.—A drunken man attempted to 
make ſome diſturbance, but Mr. P. who met 
me here, ſoon removed him. Some gracious 
perſons followed me to Mr. E.'s, and were 
thankful to the Lord for this opportunity.— 
Friday 29. Having received a kind letter from 
the Rev. Mr. F. with an invitation to his 
houſe, which lay on our road; we called 
upon him, and having this evening to ſpare, 
I thought of preaching at St. Co/umb, and 
ſent a meſſenger on purpoſe, fix miles, to de- 
fire Mr. W. to publiſh my preaching out of 


doors that evening ; but I perceived after- 
wards from ſeveral circumſtances, that the 


door was not yet open there, though he 
begged 1 would fix ſome other time. We 
determined then to proceed on our journey 


towards St. Agnes, but could not reach fur- 
: ther 
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Z ther than Michell, where it was too late to 
1 attempt preaching.—Thus through the cold- 
7 neſs and backwardneſs of ſome of our prudent 
Z* profefling friends, this day was a loſt day. — 
4 Saturday 30. We ſet out for St. Agnes, and 
through the care of our Faithful Shepherd, 
arrived at Mithian by noon, at my friend 

i Mr. N. 's, which he kindly inſiſted on making 
our headquarters whilſt we ſtaid at St. Agnes. 
2 — The remainder of the day was taken up in 
talking with many of my dear old people be- 
longing to the ſociety. Their joy at ſeeing 
me, as well as mine at once more ſeeing Fon 
was inexpteſſibly great, — Sunday, Fuly 1, I 
went about eight in the morning to preach at 
the door of the new Chapel, where there were 
ſuppoſed to be about three thouſand to hear 
the word. The general joy in their counte- 
nances is not to be conceived by thoſe who 
were not eye witneſſes of it. The words of 
the text were taken from Rom. ch. i. ver. q, 
IO, II, 12, as expreſſive of my own heart's 
deſire towards them: For God is my witneſs, 
whom I ſerve with my ſpirit in the goſpel 

; of his Son, that withcut ceaſing T make men- 
tion of you always m my prayers; making 
requeſt, if by any means, now at length J 
might have a proſperous journey, 2 the will 
of God, to come unto you, for I long to ſee 
you, that J may impart unto you ſome ſpi- 
1 ritual gift, to the end ye may be eſtabliſh- 
1 ed; that is, that I may be comforted together 
with 
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awith you by the mutual faith both of you 


and me. —1 was particularly led to addreſs 
myſelf cloſely, affectionately, and faithfully 


to the conſciences of ſaints and ſinners.— The 


Lord make it a word in ſeaſon! Very many 


were bowed down under the diſcourſe, and 


hundreds vying with each other, immediately 
after preaching, who ſhould fieze my hand 
firſt, In the afternoon I went to Boſveal, and 


called on the way upon an old member of 


our ſociety, who has lately loſt the uſe of one 


ſide by a ſtroke of the pally. She is very 


happy in her ſoul, rejoycing in the Lord. — 
At five o'clock, after a ride of two hours and 
an half, we arrived at Boſveal, and found man 

thouſands afſembled in a large deep hollow 
ground, near your Ladyſhip's chapel, which 


is rendered convenient for the preacher, and 


an innumerable multitude of hearers, by circu- 


lar benches cut out of the pit, in rows from 
top to bottom. I am at a loſs to form any 
computation of the number, but they were 
ſuppoſed to be not leſs than ten thouſand. — 
The word was received with the utmoſt ſo- 
lemnity.— The text Iſaiab xxvii. the laſt verſe, 
And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, that 
the great trumpet ſhall be blown, and they 

all come which are ready to periſh in the 


land of Aſſyria, and the autcaſts in the land 


of Egypt, and ſhall worſhip the Lord in the 
holy mount at Feruſalem.— Indeed the ſound 


of the great trumpet ſeemed to reach the 


hearts 


11 
hearts of many; and the call to the outcaſts, 
and thoſe that were ready to periſh, was heard 
with great brokenneſs of heart and many 
tears. The word, I truſt, ran with power, 
and the Lord of a truth graced the aſſembly 


with his preſence. Immediately after the ſer- 
vice was over, I almoſt loſt the uſe of my 


eyes and legs for a few minutes, through fa- 
tigue and faintneſs; but by means of a little 
refreſhment at St. Dye, ſpeedily recovered, 
and the Lord brought us back in peace and 


ſafety, happy to ſpend and be ſpent in his ſer- 


vice, I purpoſe, with the Lord's leave, after 


having preached at the ſeveral places in this 


neighbourhood, to proceed on our tour to 
the land's end on Friday next. Adieu, dear 


Madam, excuſe great haſte, and forget not 


the poor pilgrims in your petition at the throne 
of mercy. May our moſt adorable God and 
Saviour bleſs your Ladyſhip each day more 


and more with bodily ſtrength, and with e- 


very ſpiritual bleſſing in himſelf !—This is the 
earneſt prayer of him who is with the utmoſt 


gratitude, 
Dear MADam, 
on July r, Your LADyYsHIP's 


Affectionate and dutiful Servant, 
| +: 4 
| I am 
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1 AM anxious to be aſſured of the arrival of 

my firſt packet, which was wrote in the 
midſt of great fatigue from Barnſtaple, accord- 
ing to your Ladyſhip's kind command, tho' 
five minutes too late (as I afterwards learnt) 
for the poſt through miſinformation.—I muſt 
now purſue my narrative in this third part of 
my journal... On Monday laſt, July 2, I de- 
voted that evening to the meeting all the ſo- 
Ciety here; receiving any of them alone at 
their leiſure through the day ; and have the 
happineſs to inform you that thoſe whom I 
left behind, including ſome newly awakened 
perſons juſt before I left them, together with 
ſome that have been called fince that time, 
rejoice my heart; being eſtabliſhed, I truſt, in 
the truth, grounded on the rock of ages, and 


ſweetly united to each other in brotherly love. 


— Tueſday 3, I preached at the Chapel door 
to an immenſe number of people, on Luke v. 
ver. 31. They that are whole need not a phy- 


fician, but they that are ich. — Many poor 


careleſs ſinners ſeemed to liſten with peculiar 
joy to the good news of free ſalvation for the 
vileſt, through the Blood of Jeſus, and that 
his power and grace were more than a match 
for the moſt ſtubborn caſe.—Nothing can ex- 
ceed the deep ſolemnity viſible on the coun- 
tenances of all ſorts, and their affection is 
beyond conception. — Wedneſday 4, we had 
preaching at Mithian, where we at preſent 
reſide ; and, from Mr. N.'s horſeblock, pro- 
FE claimed 
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pfoclaimed the goſpel to a larger multitude 
than the night before, hundreds of whom 
came from the neighbouring pariſhes. The 
ſubject, by Mrs. N.'s defire, was taken from 
Iſaiah, ch. xxxii. ver. 15, 16, 17. Until the 
ſpirit be poured upon us from on high, and the 
1 wilderneſs be a fruitful field, and the fruitful 
Jield be counted for a foreſt. Then judgment ſhall 
} dwell in the wilderneſs, and righteouſneſs remain 
in the fruitful field. And the work of righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall be peace; and the effeet of righteouſ- 
neſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. — People 
of all ſorts were preſent, rich and poor, per- 
ſevering and backſliders, Arminians, as well as 
Calviniſts. I bleſs the Lord I found much li- 
berty in my own ſoul, with a deep ſenſe of 
the Lord's preſence, and the worth of pre 
cious ſouls. —Thurſday the 5th, being M Aer 
day, I appointed preaching at our chapel- 
door again, it being convenient for the mar- 
ket people alſo; the thouſands that con- 
ſtantly attend never ſuffering me to preach 
within our new chapel. Here we had again a 
very large aſſembly; the ſubject was the ſtrong 
man armed, Luke xi 21, 22. When a ſtrong 
man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in 
peace: But when a ſtronger than he ſhall come 
upon him, and overc:me him, he taketh from him 
all his armour wherein he truſted, and divideth 
his ſpoils.— Hundreds of his captives ſeemed 
convinced, and aſhamed of their maſter's bon- 
dage ; and, I cannot but hope, groaned that 
GC. night 
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night for deliverance. After ſermon was over, 
I adminiſtred the ſacrament in the chapel to 
the ſociety; and a bleſſed time we had. In 
ſhort, though J gave an exhortation before 
the ordinance, and that immediately after the 
public preaching, I was ſo refreſhed by the 


Lord's preſence and this love-feaſt of his -n 


appointment, that I believe we could have 
willingly ſtaid till midnight. Surely, the Lord 
was among us of a truth, and many eyes ſaw, 
and hands handled of the word of life this 
evening. Glory be to his name for manifeſt- 
ing himſelf to us, as he doth not unto the 
world, and making himſelf known to us in 


breaking of bread! The peoples hearts rejoiced 


when I promiſed to give them another ſer- 
mon, and the ſociety another meeting, on 
my return from the Land's-End, They 
all ſay, they believe this parting will, it 
poſſible, be worſe than the laſt: however, 


the Lord, I hope, will ſupport and com- 
fort with his cordials; and, what will over-_ 


balance all earthly loſſes and trials, let us 
know, by a ſweet teſtimony of his ſpirit, that 
our Jeſus {till liveth, and that the government 
is on his thoulders, and none ſhall pluck his 
ſheep out of his hand. Friday the 6th, be- 
ing Redruth Market-day, the Auel! in Corn- 
all, I determined to go thither, though ad- 


viſed againſt it on account of the rain. I 


knew nobody there, nor where I ſhould 

preach ; but one or two of my dear ſpiritual 

children had gone before me, and procured 
either 
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either the ſteps of a gentleman's houſe, or the 
Market-houſe ſtairs. On my arrival, the 
butchers ſtalls were removed, and with great 
4 difficulty I got through the croud to the top 
1 of the ſtairs. Here I opened the goſpel- mar- 
ket to ſome thouſands, from 1/arah lv. ver. 1, 2. 
Ho! every one that thir/teth, come ye to the wa- 
ters, and he that hath no money, come ye, buy, 
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk with- 
out money and witbout price. Wherefore do ye 
ſpend money for that which is not bread? and 
your labour for that which ſattisfieth nos? 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which ts good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in 
Jatneſs.— When the poor ſouls heard the words 
without money explained, you would have 
thought that the drunkards were for exchang- 
ing their cup of drunkenneſs for the cup of 
ſalvation, and the prophane ſwearer ſeemed in- 
clined henceforth to praiſe the Lord for his free 
grace. In ſhort, it was one of the moſt pre- 
cious ſeaſons I have had on the journey; and 
the weeping of the moſt hardened ſinners prov- 
ed that our Saviour's love could ſtill diſſolve 
hearts of ſtone. Indeed, it was ſo good an 
opportunity, that as I muſt take this town 
on my return from the weſt, I publiſhed 
myſelf for preaching there again on that day 
fortnight, the various towns weſtward enga- 
ging me every day in the mean time. It 
was remarkably ſtriking, that after going 
through the publication of the different 
places, when I mentioned unexpectedly my 
3 5 preach- 
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preaching again on thoſe very ſteps, I per- 


ceived a general ſmile x Ran the aſſembly. 
— ] have been alſo ſo earneſtly ſolicited to 


preach once more at Boſveal, that I could” 


not refuſe ; when it is expected, by the pub- 
lick notice that will be given in the mean 
time, that even greater multitudes will be aſ- 
ſembled, than thoſe many thouſands .on the 


laſt Lord's day.—Speaking of Redruth, I muſt 
relate to your Ladyſhip an incident or two 


that will give you pleaſure. I ſaw this week 
a woman of this town, who about fifteen 
years ago, I think, had been under convictions 
about a year, and attended the preaching at 
Mr. /—y's meeting; but had never enjoyed 


the comforts of the goſpel. About which time 


it happened on a Saturday night, when ſhe was 


in bed, and extremely weak after a lying-in, 
that ſhe dreamt ſhe ſaw a ſtranger ride through 


the town, followed by great numbers; ſhe en- 
quired what it meant, and was told he was go- 
ing to preach : ſhe immediately joined them, 
heard the word, and was delivered from her 
burden. Awaking in tranſports of joy, ſhe 
was greatly diſappointed, finding it was a 


dream: at length ſhe fell aſleep again, and 


the ſame dream was repeated, with this ad- 


ditional circumſtance, that on enquiring the 


name of the preacher, ſhe was told it was 


Mr. Wills, of St. Agnes. She had never heard 


me preach, nor even {een me. The Lord's 
| good- 
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goodneſs to her this night determined her 
to go to the publick ſervice at church the 
next day, though it was a mile diſtance, ſhe 
very weak, and no expectation of any other 
than the Curate of the pariſh; yet had a 
ſtrong impreſſion it was the Lord's will ſhe 
ſhould be there that day. — To her great mor- 
tification however, after ſhe had dreſſed her- 


elf, ſhe was told their Miniſter was ſuddenly 


called out of town the evening before, and 
there would be no ſervice that morning.— 
But ſhe was ſoon relieved from this diſappoint- 
ment. A gentleman paſſing by ſaid there would 
be ſervice in the church, for Mr. WY:lls, of 
St. Agnes, was requeſted, and had promiſed, 
to come. The name ſhe had heard in her 
dream now ſounding in her ears, her heart 


was revived, and ſhe ſet out, ſupported by 
two men, for the church; when, as ſhe was 


led through the ſtreet, ſhe ſpyed me in my 


riding-dreſs at the Inn- door, juſt arrived. 


She inſtantly cried out, © There's the Mini- 


ſter I ſaw laſt night in my dream.” They 
with great difficulty prevented her from ſink- 
ing to the ground, with amazement. They 


then conducted her to the church. My ſermon 
Was greatly bleſs'd to her ſoul; the Lord ha- 


ving met with her under it, and, for the firſt 
time, ſpoke peace to her heart, and ſet her at li- 


berty. She ſtill continues, I truſt, an happy ſoul. 


This is the fact, it needs no comment.—Can 


any one but an infidel deny this divine inter- 


e poſition, 


* 
poſition, or ſay that the Lord cannot, does 
not, ſtill, at times, favour us with communica- 
tions, even, in viſions of the night ? — The other 
incident, I alluded to, is that of a perſon of 
this town, who had followed his occupation 
of a Tinner for ſome time, in Wales : en- 
quiring about him, I found I was in his rela- 
tion's houſe, who is a very ſerious man, and 
told me he knew that it was his couſin I 
meant, for he had heard the circumſtances I 
am about to relate, as well as myſelf. He 
had lived near the Rev. Mr. J. of L. in South 
Wales, but never attended the word, even 
once, at Salem. It pleaſed the Lord, how- 


ever, to bring him to the chapel the day I 


preached there; his motive was becauſe [ 
came from Cornwall, But the Lord's deſigns 
were what he had no conception of ; for that 
day he was cut down under the word, felt 


the ſtrongeſt convictions, and went through 


bitter pangs before he found deliverance. He 
gave bleſſed proofs (as Ihave heard from Wales } 


of the Lord's having begun an effectual work of 


grace in his ſoul; and now he is removed into 


Devonſhire (becauſe he would be a partner with 


ſerious Tinners of his acquaintance) and ſhews 
every mark of aperſon really converted. Since 
I wrote the above, I went on Saturday the 7th 
to Chaſe-Water, and found a large company of 
Tinners aſſembled. The. meeting-houſe was 
thronged, and great numbers out of doors ; 
but the rain that fell juſt before prevented 
TY my 
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my preaching in the open air. The paſſage 
I ſpoke from was taken from T1/a:ah xlv. ver. 
24. Surely, ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength. —The Tinners were, 
as uſual, very attentive, earneſt, and much im- 
preſſed. The Lord grant this word may not be 
in vain! —In the evening we went to Truro, 
and were moſt cordially received at Mr. P.'s, 
> and ſaw the Rev. Mr. S. who is truly of a 
> moſt catholic ſpirit, — Sunday the 8th, I 
> preached at his Meeting; the congregation 
was very large indeed, this being my native 
4 town. Many ſouls, I truſt, were watered un- 
K der the word, and the doctrine of Chriſt cru- 
! Cified appeared to be a cordial to their hearts. 
The text was, We preach Chriſt crucified, unto 
the Jews a flumbling-block, and unto the Greeks 
fooliſhneſs 3 But unto them which are called, both 
Tews and Greeks, Chriſi the power of God, and 
the wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. ch. 1. ver. 23, 24. 
In the evening the chapel was amazingly 
crowded ; it was with difficulty I could get 
through the people; great numbers ſurround - 
ed the doors and windows, and ſteps with- 
out, and others were obliged to go away for 
want of room within or without; but, not- 
withſtanding the unuſual and almoſt intolera- 
ble preſſing within, bleſſed be God, no acci- 
dent happened; and, as ſoon as the ſervice be- 
gun, there was an univerſal ſtillneſs. The good 
Samaritan was the ſubject. I felt much liberty 
in my own ſoul while ſpeaking, and hundreds 
& C 4 liſtened 
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liſtened to the affecting ſtory of his divine 
compaſſion and dying love; ſeeming unwil- 
ling to be any longer deſtitute of the wine 
and oil, even of the atoning blood and ſancti- 
fying grace of our God and Saviour. The 
miniſter and principal members of this con- 
gregation were ſo full of anxious and repeat- 
ed ſolicitations for my preaching there again 


the next day, that there was no reſiſting 


them; ſo that I was accordingly given out for 
the Monday evening. Glory be to the Lord! 
T am wonderfully ſupported; and notwith- 


ſtanding the daily labours, many feveriſh 


heats and reſtleſs nights, in conſequence, He 
carries me through all, to the ſurprize of all 
our friends, and proves to us that as my day 
is ſo ſhall my ſtrength be. Your Ladyſhip 


will follow us continually with your prayers, 


that our Maſter's preſence may be ever with 


us, and that he will bleſs the labours of 
his unworthy ſervant. I was this day refreſh- 
ed by intelligence that the Lord had bleſſed 
my poor ſervices at Launceſton. My engage- 
ments will detain me about three weeks lon- 
ger in this extenſive country, though I ſhall 
travel and preach in a new place every day.— 
My letters directed to me at Mr. P.'s, Truro, 
will find me wherever I am. 


I am, Dear MA DAM, 
Truro, Fuly q, Your LaDyYsHIP's 
1781, Affectionate and faithful, _ 
| T. W. 
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I HOPE, before this reaches your Ladyſhip, 
you will have received my third letter, with 
an account of our journey, wrote from Truro. 
I now continue our Journal from that time to 
this inſtant. —Truro, Monday, July , I heard 
of a notorious backſlider being obſerved to at- 
tend my miniſtry here, and at other places, 
though he had for ſome time flighted the or- 
dinances, curſed his miniſter, and followed 
lewd courſes; but now appeared broken in 
heart, and wept abundantly. May the Lord 
effectually reſtore this unhappy backſlider ! At 
ſeven o'clock we went to the meeting again, 
when by the people being placed judiciouſly, 
by the Rev. Mr. S. and others, every part of 
the meeting was immenſely crouded, and the 
Lord was pleaſed to give us a peculiarly good 
ſeaſon. The ſubject was taken from 1 Peter, 
Ch. 1. ver. 3, 4, 5. Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which according 
fo his abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope by the reſurrection of Feſus 
Chriſt from the dead, To an inheritance incorrup- 
tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto ſalvation, 
ready to be revealed in the laſt time.-—The af- 
fection of the people was very remarkable on 
my coming down from the pulpit, and very 
many happy in this time of refreſhing from 
the preſence of the Lord; declaring he had 
1 kept the beſt wine until now. Tueſday, 
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Juby 10, we breakfaſted at Mr. H.'s, and on 
our return from his houſe, marvelouſly eſca- 
ped with our lives; for inſtantly after we 
paſſed by a gentleman's houſe, a great quan- 
tity of lead fell from the top of it into the 
ſtreet, that muſt have cruſhed us to death; 
but our gracious Protector wonderfully pre- 
ſerved us. Never-ceaſing praiſe to his adora- 
ble name !—We ſet out about eleven o'clock 
for Penryn, where we put up at Mrs. B.'s, 
and were moſt cordially received. —I had in- 
tended to preach on the Bowling-green, but 
the Mayoreſs of the town having offered the 
Town-hall, in the moſt preſſing and obliging 
manner, and it being likely to prove a wet e- 
vening, I thankfully accepted it. She kindly 
conducted me and my party to the hall, which 
was inſtantly filled. Many were obſerved to 
be in tears under the word. The text was, 


Rom. ch. x. ver. 3, 4. For they being ignorant 


of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to efta- 
bliſh their own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted 
themſelves unto the righteouſneſs of God. For 
Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 


every one that believeth.—There appeared a 


great power from on high among the people, 
at the latter end of the diſcourſe. Many bleſ- 
ſed God that they were there. There were alſo 
ſome miniſters of various denominations pre- 
ſent. A young man who uſed to be remarkably 
bitter, and frequently diſturbed the religious 

meetings, was deeply affected under the word, 
| N turned 
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turned pale, and wept greatly: the whole e- 


vening after, floods of tears fell from his eyes, 
whilſt he exclaimed againſt his paſt conduct, 


and prayed God that he might be more 
mindful of his poor ſoul, and diligent in all 
the means of grace in future. — Wedneſ- 
day 11, we had the moſt preſſing invita- 
tion from the Mayor to breakfaſt with him, 


which we accepted of, and were received 


in the moſt polite manner, and requeſted 
earneſtly to repeat our viſit there, if poſſi- 
ble; but this I was obliged to decline. We 
dined at Falmouth with Mr. L. Mr. W—e, 
a gracious Diſſenting Miniſter, was with us. 


At ſeven in the evening I preached in the 


News-ſtreet to a very large congregation, on 
Matt. ch. vi. ver. 33. Seek ye firſt the king- 
dom of God, and his righteouſneſs; and all theſe 
things ſhall be added unto you. - There was a 
general deep attention; at laſt ſome ſoldiers 
alſo, that were careleſs under the former part 


of the ſermon, appeared much affected. May 


the Lord faſten a deep impreſſion upon their 
hearts! — Thurſday 12, we went to Hel/lone ; 
ſome Falmouth friends, as well as Mr. P. of 
Truro, accompanied us. Upon application for 


the Town-hall, the Mayor very politely gave 


permiſſion, and himſelf and other gentlemen 
attended there before the time appointed for 
preaching : but when I weat to the hall, the 
croud was ſo immenſely great, and the throng- 


ing ſo violent, that many women ſcreamed 


aloud, and I was obliged to give notice, that 
„„ your 
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I would go out and preach in the ſtreet. In- 
ſtantly there was a great quietneſs, and the 


| whole congregation rejoiced. A gentleman, 


whom I knew, was uncommonly civil, and 
took me to another gentleman's door, followed 
by the people; where I preached from the ſteps, 
the people ſtanding in a very ſpacious ſtreet, to 
the number, I ſuppoſe, of three or four thou- 


ſand, beſides the gentry of the town who were 


in the houſes. The text was taken from 
Rev. iii. and 20. Behold, I fland at the door, and 
knock : if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will ſup with him, 
and he with me. — Many were affected under 
the word. After preaching, three or four came 
to me requeſting help to be ſent to them; 
and indeed I know no place that more needs 
it. The town being one of the largeſt in the 


county; the adjacent villages very populous ; 


the public ſervice ſo ſhamefully neglected, that 


they expect ſoon to have only a Sermon once a 


month, and the people thirſting for the goſ- 
pel. 1 have, for the preſent, engaged that they 
ſhall have preaching . once a fortnight, and 


muſt intreat you, dear Madam, to ſend ano- 


ther ſtudent ſoon, and then it may be oftener. 


Friday 13, I went to Marazon, where there 


has been no preaching in the ſtreet, and the 


people in total darkneſs, I intended to preach 
on a horſe-block at the Inn-door, there being 


a ſpacious opening before the houſe ; but the 
proprietor of the land (who, I hear, is ſince 
dead) 
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dead) ſent me word I ſhould not preach on 
his ground: ſo we moved a few yards far- 
ther, and had leave of a Lady to preach at 
Z her door, the other fide of the way, and all 

was remarkably ſtill. — Some appeared to be 

broken down under the diſcourſe, which was 
taken from Jonah i. ver. 6. What meaneſt thou, 
O ſleeper? Ariſe, and call upon thy God. — 
> The ſubject was particularly addreſſed to three 
2? ſorts of ſleepers; The profligate ſinner, the 
7} ſober worldling, and the formal profeſſor. 
My heart was enlarged towards them; and I 
2 truſt the ſeed was not ſown in vain. We 
Went on after preaching to Penzance, where 
: wewere kindly received by a Quaker, a friend 
of Mr. P.'s. —— Saturday 14. We went 
on to Mr. P.'s country-houſe at Boſtenna, 
= Where 1 was much indiſpoſed. It was very 
providential I had not been given out for 
preaching that evening, as I do not think I. 
could have attempted it; ſo I went to bed in 
good ſeaſon, and had tolerable reſt. The 
Lord thus recruited my ſtrength for the ſer- 
vice of the next day.—Sunday 15, about 12 
o'clock, I went to Burian, to preach as ſoon as 
the congregation ſhould be diſmiſſed from the 
church, and immediately ſtood on an horſe- 
block adjoining to the church-wall, and ſpoke 
from Matt. v. ver. 20. Except your righteouſ- 
3 refs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes 
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and phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the 
* #4ingdom of heaven. Many Amens were put up 


1 

in the prayer, and the people heard with much 
attention. Great numbers, through a miſtake, 
had underſtood, that I was not to preach till 
the afternoon, and coming from a conſidera- 
ble diſtance were diſappointed, for I was ob- 
liged to ſet out, as ſoon as we had taken ſome 
refreſhment, to St. 7ſt, about fix miles fur- 
ther; where I preached again from a horſe- 
block to a very large congregation, which put 
me in mind of our Welſh hearers, for num- 
bers, earneſtneſs, and plainneſs of apparel. 
Here I ſpoke to them on the goſpel-ſupper, 
Luke, ch. xiv. ver. 16, 17. Then ſaid he unto 
him, A certain man made a great ſupper, and 
bade many: And ſent his ſervant at ſupper- 
time to ſay to them that were bidden, Come; for 
all things are now ready. The Lord favoured 
us with his preſence. The apparently careleſs 
among them ſeemed afraid to ſay, I pray thee 


have me excuſed, whilſt others diſcovered a joy 
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that high-way- ſinners were invited, yea, com- 
pelled, to come in. Nothing could exceed the 


cordiality of ſome old and infirm profeſſors 
there; and, from what they expreſſed, they 
had a feaſt for their ſouls, provided by our 
Great Maſter, that evening. We returned to 
Mr. P.'s in ſafety; and though I was much 
fatigued in body, I felt refreſhed in ſpirit af- 
ter this day's-work was over. Hitherto the 
Lord has helped us. Glory be to his great 
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name! — The ſervant is waiting to carry this 


letter 
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letter to the poſt. Continue your prayers for 
us, dear MADAM, and believe me to be ever 
} : | 


Your LaDyYsHniP's 


Beſtenna, Dutiful and affectionate Servant, 
July 16, 1781. 


T. W. 

I HOPE the laſt part of our Diary has reach- 
ed your Ladyſhip's hands, which I brought 
down to laſt Sunday ſe ennight in the even- 
ing. — Monday, July 16, I preached at a 


fiſhing-town near Penzance, called Newlyn, 


where, I ſuppoſe, there were not leſs than five- 
and- twenty hundred people aſſembled at the 
Inn-door. The appearance of the place, the 


people, and the boats, put me ſtrongly in mind 


of our Lord's excurſions on the ſea- coaſt, and 
theſe words were given me for a text. And 
going on from thence, he ſaw other two brethren, 


James the jon of Zebedee, and John his brother, 


in a ſhip with Zebedee their father, mending 
their nets; and he called them. And they imme- 


diately left the ſhip and their father, and followed 


bim, Matt. ch. iv. ver. 21, 22. — The Lord, 
I truſt, was with us here alſo, and I found 
in my own ſoul peculiar liberty. The poor 
people ſeemed to eat the word, whilſt many 


old profeſſors, from neighbouring parts, put 


up many hearty Amens.— Tueſday, July 17, 


I preached at Penzance, one of the prettieſt 


towns, 
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towns, and containing ſome of the genteeleſt 
inhabitants in this part of the county. Here I 
had a ſpacious part of the town to preach in, and 
a commodious horſe-block to ſtand upon; the 
whole place was quite crowded, and the houſes 
that ſurrounded it were filled with ſome gentry, 
and many others. It was ſuppoſed there were 
not leſs than four thouſand aſſembled, and all 
gave the greateſt attention. The ſubje& was 
the Prodigal Son, We had good news the next 
morning of ſome of the moſt hardened finners 
being much concerned and broken down under 
the word: and, what was remarkable, Mr. 
J/.'s people and the Diſſenters here put off 
their ſtated meetings to attend my miniſtry 
in this and the neighbouring places; and all 


ſeemed to vie with each other in kindneſs and 


reſpect to the poor pilgrims. Here a gentle- 
man of large fortune, one of my old ac- 
quaintance, and cotemporary at Oxford, attend- 
ed the preaching, and after Sermon favoured 
me with a kind viſit. He was obſerved to hear 
with the greateſt attention. Here alſo I heard 
of an old ſchool- fellow, that after a life of con- 
tinued drunkenneſs, died very lately in the 


greateſt agony of mind and deepeſt deſpair; 


and, by what I hear, had nobody to ſpeak. to 
him about the Balm of Gilead, and the Phy- 
ſician there. Before I left the town, I called 


upon an old Simeon, fourſcore and nine years 
of age, whoſe eyes have ſeen the Salvation of 


God, and who is now every hour waiting for his 


ap- | 


BE, + 3 
approaching change. — Wedneſday the i 8th, 


we went to St. Ives, a populous ſea-faring 


Z town on the north coaſt of this country; I 
* preached near the market-place, at the cor- 
ner of a houſe that commanded two ſtreets. 


Theſe ſtreets, with the market-houſe and all the 
private houſes adjoining, were quite crowded. 
There were ſome thouſands aſſembled; many 
gentry of the town and neighbourhood were 
> preſent; multitudes of people alſo from the pa- 


triſhes around; and all heard with great ſolem- 
= nity. The ſubject was taken from Rom. ch. iii. 
ver. 19, 20, 21. Now we know that what things 
3 ſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are 


under the law: that every mouth may be flopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God. 
Therefore by the deeds of the law there ſhall no 
fleſh be juſtified in his fight : for by the law 1s 
the knowledge of fin. But now the righteouſneſs 
/ God without the law is manifeſted, being wit- 
: meſſed by the law and the prophets. — dome 
> clergy being preſent, and many of Mr. /—y's 
people, I was led to ſtate the doctrines of the 
2 total apoſtacy and helpleſſneſs of man by na- 
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ture, and the only way of juſtification by the 

2 Tighteouſneſs of God our Saviour. The mi- | 
niſter of the town heard me, and profeſſed [ 
> Himſelf very happy at the opportunity. He li 
ſent a meſſage the next morning inviting | 
me to dinner; but, being pre-engaged, I | 


S * 
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went to pay him a morning viſit; he was not 
at home, but came to me afterwards, ex- 


D preſſing 
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preſſing his thanks for the laſt night's ſermon ;z 


and begged I would make his houſe my home 
when I came again. He afterwards ſent me 
a meſſage by a lady that his pulpit would be 
always at my ſervice; ſaying, that if Mr. 
Walls knew no reaſon for declining it, he 
knew none for refuſing it. The people were 


very preſſing for me to come again before 1 


left the country; but the various engagements 
and ſhortneſs of my ſtay rendered it im poſſi- 
ble. Several of the inhabitants followed us, 
indeed we are generally attended here from 
place to place, as in Wales, I heard a re- 
markable anecdote of a clergyman, who, about 
a fortnight ago, burſt into tears in the pulpit, 
and ſaid, he could not cry aloud, and lift 


up his voice like a trumpet ; he ſtill found he 


was under the power of the carnal mind, 

which was enmity againſt God,” &c.—Thurſ- 
day 19, I preached at a large Tin-pariſb, very 
populous, about ten miles from St. Ives, call- 
ed Camborn. Here I ſtood on a table near the 
Inn-door: ſome thouſands aſſembled. And it 
being a very careleſs and drunken pariſh, juſt 
as I was going to give out another text, theſe 
words were given to me, 1 Cor. ch. vi. ver. 9, 
10, It. Kncw ye not that the unrighteous ſhall 
not inherit the kingdom of God, &c.-— All was 
very ſolemn, and many much affected, parti- 
cularly ſome of the drunkards; ſo that our 
friends and myſelf had great hopes that con- 
viction reached ſome ſinners hearts, — Friday 


the 
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E 
the 2oth, being Market-day at Redruth, I 
preached on the market-houſe ſtairs again, 
which is in the middle of the principal ſtreet; 
the congregation not leſs, I ſuppoſe, than five 


thouſand, moſt of them hearing as for life. 


The text was taken from Acts, ch. xii. ver#7., 
Behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, 
and a light ſhined in the priſon : and he ſmote 
Peter on the fide, and raiſed him up, ſaying, 
Ariſe up quickly. And his chains fell from off his 
hands. — Saturday the 21ſt, I preached at Per- 
ran, a pariſh in the neighbourhood of St. 
Agnes : the congregation was large for that 


place, and met on a common. I humbly hope 


there was ſome ſtirring among the dry bones, 
whilſt I was preaching from theſe words, 
Awake, thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe From the 


dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee life, Eph. ch. v. 


ver. 14. I truſt I left none of them unwarn- 


ed, whatever the ſtate of their ſouls might 


be; and I found much earneſtneſs in my own 
heart on their behalf, eſpecially toward the 


ſleeping profeſſors and backſliders. — On 


Sunday morning, the 22d, I had the affect- 


ing ſcene once more to go through, the ta- 
king a farewell of my poor people at Sr. 
Agnes ; the congregation the largeſt of any 


we have had here, covering a great ſpace 


of ground on the high road and common 
near the chapel. I preached from Acts, 


ch. xx. ver. 32. And now, brethren, I com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
D 2 which 
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E 
which is able to build you up, and to give you 
an mbheritance among all them which are ſanc- 


tified. — The poor people, in general, were 


melted into tears, eſpecially at the thought of 
parting; but they ſeemed ſomewhat comforted 
at the proſpect of our meeting again, if it be 
the Lord's will, in the courſe of two or three 
years; and with the expectation of an annual 
ſummer's viſit from one of our principal Mi- 
niſters —In the afternoon we went to Bo/ſveal 
again, and found a large multitude aſſembled 


from almoſt all the towns, and moſt of the 


principal pariſhes within thirty miles of the 
weſtern parts of Cornwall, where I had preach- 


ed during this tour. It was the largeſt con- 


gregation I had ever beheld, and judged by 


every one to be above twelve thouſand. An 
univerſal ſolemnity and awe fat on every coun- 


tenance, and the Lord was in the midſt of us. 
Even the people of the world were reminded 
of the judgment-day, from beholding this 
innumerable and deeply affected multitude. 


_ Goſpel preachers, with their congregations, 


from many miles round, attended on this oc- 
caſion. The ſubject was taken from Matt. 
ch. xi. ver. 4, 5. Go and ſhew John again theſe 
things which ye do hear and fee: The blind re- 
cerve their fight, and the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleanſed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 


raiſed up, and the poor have the goſpel preached 


to them, — Though I had a great cold and 


hoarſeneſs ſome part of the day, yet my voice 
was 


E 
was clear throughout the whole ſermon, and 
I was heard diſtinctly by the moſt diſtant peo- 
ple that filled and ſurrounded the pit, near 
your Ladyſhip's chapel, which you may re- 
member I preached in a fortnight ago. All 
was as ſtill, (notwithſtanding the immenſe 
number afſembled) throughout the whole ſer- 
vice, as if there had been but ten perſons 
preſent. The people ſay, there had never 
been ſuch a large company aſſembled there on 
any former occaſion. An old man, in the 
name of many others, earneſtly intreated that 
they might have more conſtant and frequent 
preaching in Gwenep, from the ſtudents than 
has hitherto been, and I promiſed they ſhould 
be more conſtantly attended to. Here allo a 
goſpel preacher, Mr. C. of G. applied to me 
in the names of ſome of the principal people 
of his neighbouring pariſh of Probus, to come 
and preach to them. One of the perſons had, 
but a few days before, hired men to ring the 
church bells: this ringing was to drown the 
ſpeaker's voice, who had attempted, for the 
firſt time, (to which I earneſtly encouraged 
him, when he conſulted me on the occaſion) 
to preach among them. This very perſon 
that had hired the mob was ſo ſtruck with the 
preaching of Mr. V. that he not only deſiſted 
from rudeneſs, but was conſtrained, with an- 
other principal perſon, to join in requeſting 
me to come to them. The call appearing to 
me e from the Lord, I immediately determined 
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to go, and fixed on the Friday following, when 
I expected to be in thoſe parts. On Sunday 
evening our good Shepherd and Protector car- 
ried us back ſafe to Mr. N.'s at Mithian, but 
partly through a cold contracted two days be- 
fore, and partly through great fatigue, I was 


ſo feveriſh in the night that I had but little 
| ſleep, and was confined the next day, and 


part of Tueſday, to my bed. I was hereby 
prevented from taking leave of the men of 
our ſociety on the Monday, as I had given no- 
tice; and obliged to appoint them, with the 
women, for the Tueſday evening. This, 
though with great bodily weakneſs, I was 
carried through; and my dear people and [ 


then took a moſt affecting leave of each other, 


having ſettled at the ſame time a plan for the 
regulation of our outward matters here, and 
appointed a committee, &c, to general ſatiſ- 


faction. — Wedneſday the 25th, we departed 


from Mithian, which had been our head- 
quarters during our ſtay in St. Agnes, and 
where we had been received and entertained 
moſt cordially and politely by our friends, 


Mr. and Mrs. N. who both ſtudied to do 


every thing in their power to ſhew their af- 


fection and reſpect to us and to ſome of our 
friends that viſited us there. This day we 


paſſed through Truro, and proceeded to the 
town of Tregony. In conſequence of a great 
annual fair held here at this time, I had 
ordered myſelf to be given out for preach- 
ing on the occaſion. Indiſpoſed as I was, 


the 
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(as they are called) of the town. It being 
from Luke, ch. xiv. ver. 19. And another ſaid, 


prove them: TI pray thee have me excuſed. 


Mevageſſey, who had uſed every means by 


[ 39 J 


the Lord ſtrengthened me, and at ſeven 
o'clock in the evening I preached in a 
field cloſe adjoining to the principal ſtreet, 
where the fair was held. There was very 
ſoon a large number aſſembled, who heard 
with great attention, and many (I hear this 
morning) were diſſolved in tears, and the ef- 
fect of the preaching was very viſible on 
many of the countenances of the better ſort 


fair-day, and that chiefly of oxen, I preached 
I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 


—Our friend Mr. S. and many others from 
Truro, attended us, and mean to accompany 
us to the preaching at Gerrens this afternoon, 
and Probus to-morrow. Indeed, no one can 
ſhew a more catholic ſpirit than this faithful 
miniſter does. There was alſo the Rector of a 
neighbouring pariſh, an old acquaintance, 
ſtood near me the whole time of preaching ; 
and being better affected toward the truth 
than the generality of the clergy, was very 
glad to ſee me. The principal people alſo of 


friends and letters to prevail on me to come 
to them, came hither, and ſo importunately 
entreated me to give them a ſermon, that I 
could not refuſe, as I thought the Lord might 
have ſome work for me there: ſo I have fixed 
on Sunday morning for them, and the evening 

„ for 
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for a large market town, called Sr. Auſtle, a- 
bout ſix miles from thence. Thus I have con- 
tinued our Journal to this day, which ſhould 
have been ſent regularly by the laſt poſt, had 
I not been prevented by illneſs. 


Ever your LADYsH1P's dutiful 


| And affectionate Servant, 
Tregony, 
July 26, 1781. T. W. 


> & Hurſday, July the 26th, I went to Gerrans, 

a pariſh on the ſea-coaſt, abounding with 
fiſhermen, ſeveral of whoſe inhabitants the 
Lord was pleated to make me uſeful to ſome 
years ago, where I then eſtabliſhed a pub- 
lic meeting for prayer and occaſional preach- 
ing. The court where I was to preach was 
not half large enough to hold the people, ſo 
I went out into the high road near the ſea- 


fide, and preached on the Parable of the 


Sower, Matt. ch. xiii. I found my heart 
much enlarged towards the poor people ; 
there was a moſt ſolemn and univerſal atten- 
tion among them, with a viſible effect on a 
great number; inſomuch, that when the ſer- 
mon was over, many teſtified to each other the 
Lord's gracious preſence amongſt us, and that 
they had great cauſe to bleſs his holy name for 


this opportunity. This pariſh being in the 


neighbourhood of two or three country houſes 


of 
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of ſome of my relations, it was thought more 
aſſembled on that account, as I was particu- 
larly known in thoſe parts. The Lord grant 
the ſeed ſown this day amongſt them may bring 
forth an hundred fold! — Friday, the 27th, 
I went to Probus, a large village, common- 
ly called in our country the Church Town, fa- 
mous for not admitting any itinerant preacher ; 
nor had any one ever attempted it for many 
years, till a fortnight ago Mr. V. preached 
there, amidſt ringing of bells, drum-beating, 
&c. I determined, however, to take the field 
here; and accordingly, accompanied by a 
principal perſon of the pariſh, I mounted a 
table on the Bowling-green; a ſpot that for 
years immemorial had afforded an annual ſcene 
of wreſtling and fighting for the moſt riotous 
perſons of that pariſh, and the adjacent parts. 
We had a very large concourſe of people here, 
particularly many from Truro; the text was, 
Numbers, ch. xxi. ver. 9. And Moſes made a 
ſerpent of braſs, and put it upon a pole, and it 
came to paſs, that if a ſerpent had bitten any 
man, when he beheld the ſerpent of braſs, he 
lived. — There was the greateſt ſtillneſs among 
the people, and I was told afterwards by ſome, 
that they found it a refreſhing ſeaſon to their 
ſouls; 1 cannot ſay but my own was dry, like 
Gideon's fleece, whilſt others were favoured 
with the heavenly dew. The Vicar of the 
pariſh, who has long reſided there, from whom 
ſome had expected oppoſition, was preſent the 
a whole . 
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whole time, ſtood with his hat off amidſt the 
people, and behaved in every other reſpect in a 
very becoming manner, nay even ſent a perſon 
to keep ſome little children quiet at a diſtance, 
and had ſpoke of me the day before with great 
reſpect. In the concluſion of the diſcourſe I 
took occaſion to prove the doctrines I advan- 
ced to be no other than thoſe of the Church 
of England, On my return from this place, 
I found a letter from my friend Mr. P. of 
Boſkenna, in which, among other things, he 
I gave me an account of a drunken man that 
| had received impreſſions under my preaching 
l at Newlyn, in that neighbourhood ; he had 
i been before viſited with fickneſs, was reco- 
8 vered, and defirous to hear the word. The 
Lord make it effectual to his ſoul's conver- 
| fion ! — Saturday the 28th, I preached at the 
Meeting at Tregony, by deſire, at ten o'clock 
i! in the morning; and though it was Market- 
0 day, the room was quite full, as well as the 
if gallery; and many profeſſors being preſent, 
| I was particularly drawn out to ſpeak to them, 
and found my own ſoul very comfortable, 
while I ſpoke from theſe words, Ezek. ch. xlvi. 
ver. 10. And the Prince in the midſt of them, 
when they go in, ſhall go in; and when they go 
forth, ſhall go forth.—It was a good time to 
many of us, and the careleſs ones ſeemed 
much affected at hearing the dreadful iſſue of 
going forth out of the world without this 
Prince, 
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Prince, &c. Here I met again a ſpiritual 
child from a neighbouring pariſh, whoſe con- 
verſation with the M r was a little curi- 
ous. This poor man had, of his own accord, 
very innocently aſked for the church for me 
to preach in. No, the M r ſaid, Mr. 
Wills had left the church, and the Biſhop 
would be very angry if he ſuffered any ſuch 
thing. —Beſides, what is Mr. Wills, faid he, 
more than any other body? — Why, Sir, 
he preaches extempore, &c. — Extempore ! 
why any body can preach extempore. — No, 
| Parſon, you can't preach extempore ; but I 
would have you come down and hear him 
preach in my court, as you will not let him 
preach in the church. No, the Biſhop would 
hear of it if he did, and ſo they parted, 
Having preached this morning at Tregony, I 
went in the evening to Mevageſſey, Mr. S. a 
principal profeſſor there, came to conduct us. 
The next morning, Sunday the 29th, it be- 
ing wet, I preached at nine o'clock to a 
_ crouded audience in the Meeting; larger, 
they ſay, than had ever been ſeen before there 
on any occaſion. Mr. W—y's people had 
given up their preaching, which uſed to be 
at the ſame hour, to attend me: great num- 
bers alſo of the church-people, and many of 
the principal inhabitants were there. The 
ſubject was Tabez's Prayer, 1 Chron. iv. 10. 
Jabez called on the God of Iſrael, ſaying, Oh, 
that thou wouldeſi bleſs me indeed, and enlarge 


* 
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my coaſt, and that thine hand might be with me, 
and that thou wouldeſt keep me from evil, that 
it may not grieve me. And God granted him that 
which he requeſted. I ſaw many in tears, 
and truſt this labour was not in vain in the 
Lord.—In the afternoon, after viſiting a ſick 
perſon, we ſet off for St. Auſtle, a market 
town about fix miles diſtant, where I was very 


kindly received at the houſe of Mr. F. a prin- | 


cipal tradeſman in this town, and a preacher 
among Mr. J. W. 's people. I had not expect- 
ed a very large congregation, it not being ſo 
populous hereabouts as in the Tin-pariſhes ; 
and as I was but little known, and the inha- 
bitants in general being Ga/hos, caring for none 
of theſe things, except a few of Mr. J/.'s 
people. However, at half an hour after five, 
I preached near the Market-houſe, in a con- 
venient angle where two ſtreets meet, and, to 
my great ſurprize, found no leſs than three 


_ thouſand, it was ſuppoſed, aſſembled, who 


had flocked in from the country round, as 
well as the inhabitants; many alſo of the 
genteeleſt part of the town were there, and 
behaved remarkably well ; ſome were greatly 
affected under the diſcourſe, which was taken 
from Gal. ch. vi. ver. 15. For in Chriſt Jeſus 


neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor un- 


_ circumciſion, but a new creature. Whilſt the 


neceſſity of this new birth was inſiſted on, 
the ſolemnity of the whole audience was very 


ſtriking; nor did I perceive one ſmile during 


the 


( 45 ! 

the whole time. Monday the 3oth, preached 
at Grampound, to nearly as large a congrega- 
tion as yeſterday at St. Auſlle. The people 
appeared generally impreſſed under the word, 
and I think greater attention there could not 

be; eſpecially, it was the more ſolemn ſeaſon 
to many who came from different parts to hear 
me for the laſt time in this part of Cornwall, 

The ſubject was taken from T/azah, ch. li. 
ver. 11. By his knowledge ſhall my righteous 
ſervant juſtify many. This doctrine I thought 

peculiarly neceſſary to ſtate as clearly, and 

inſiſt on as ſtrongly as I could, many be- 
ing I believe there, who were much confu- 
| ſed on this fundamental ſubject. The word 
had free courſe amongſt them; and it was to 
many a ſolemn and (as they ſaid) a ſweet and 
profitable ſeaſon. —lIt was very affecting to take 
leave of many weeping Chriſtian friends ; but 
we are now in ſuch a pilgrim-ſtate, that we 
are more or leſs exerciſed this way almoſt 
every day.— Tueſday the 31ſt, being to ſet off 
in the morning from Tregony, where 1 had 
pitched my tent at my dear friend Mr, P.'s 
houſe, for a few days, ſo as to go to the 
neighbouring towns in the day, and return 
at night; and having preached there twice, 
and being to preach in the evening, I withed 
to hear our friend Mr. S. in the Meeting, 
who gave us, at my requeſt, a very uſeful 
and faithful ſermon, and very kindly prayed 

for a bleſſing on my further labours, &c. and 
1 about 
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about eleven o'clock we ſet out for SF. Aujte, 
dined there, and proceeded in the even- 
ing for Loſtwithiel, where I preached in the 
ſtreet, at half an hour after ſix. There were 
about five hundred afſembled ; and among 
them ſome of the neighbouring gentry and 
clergy, as well as ſome of the principal inha- 
bitants. The text was, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the goſpel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved; but 


he that believeth not ſhall be damned, Mark, 


ch. xvi. ver. 15. l endeavoured to ſpeak very 


plainly and faithfully. It threatned rain, and 


indeed there was a little at the beginning, but 
it ſoon ceaſed, and the people did not regard 
it. It was obſervable that many came with a 
very trifling and ſneering countenance, but it 
was ſoon altered, and all was very ſolemn in- 


_ deed; and the congregation was both more 
numerous and better behaved than I or my 


friends expected ; - many particularly were 
much ſtruck, when I related an account of 
two ſudden deaths within a few days ; one, a 
lady who paid a viſit at Truro on Thurſday 
morning, and before night died in the midſt 


of the company : the other, the maſter of a 


veſſel, who put to ſea in the morning on Sun- 
day, and before noon was brought home a dead 
corple !—-—Wedneſday, Auguſt 1, preached at 
Leſkard, on the Ca/tle- green, to about four hun- 
dred, many of whom came from the neigh-— 
bouring country pariſhes ; the inhabitants, in 
gene- 
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general, being like Gallio, car ing for none of theſe 
things. The congregation was upon the whole 
very attentive; ſome gentry ſtood at a little di- 
ſtance, part of whom ſtaid the whole time. 
There were ſome Latin ſchool- boys, ſixteen 
or ſeventeen years of age, who diſcovered 
great enmity againſt the truth; ſtanding at a 
little diſtance ſneering and ſcoffing, and even 
when I reproved them, appeared hardened to 
a great degree, and ſmiled with great con- 

tempt. The word, however, was received by 
ſome with ſolemn delight, whilſt I invited 
ſinners to come to Jęſus from theſe words: 
This man receiveth ſinners, Luke, ch. xv. v. 2. 
A very lively and hearty man, that has been 
called between thirty and forty years, one 
Mr. H. of Landagard, three miles weſt of 
Leſtard, came to me, and gave me an hearty 
invitation to his houſe; his daughter alſo, 
Mrs. H. of Love, who was called under Sir 
H. T. hearing I was to preach at Leſeard, 
ſet out on foot, though it was eight miles 
diſtant, not being able to get an horſe, and 
came at a quarter of an hour's warning, and 
after preaching importuned me, almoſt irre- 
ſiſtibly, in the name of the poor deſerted flock 
that were members of Sir H's meeting, to 
come and give them a ſermon; but as all 
my time was laid out for other places, tall 
I came to Plymouth, I was obliged to de- 


Cline it. However, on the next day, her 


father, 


—— - — — — — 
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father followed me to Callington, again earneſt- 
ly renewed his ſolicitations about preaching 


at Love; told me his daughter went home 
laſt night with an heavy heart, and bid him 


tell me ſhe had not half fulfilled her errand, 


as ſhe had not prevailed on me to go thither; 


and that the Mayor of Looe had heard me in 
the weſt of Cornwall, and ſaid I ſhould be 
welcome to preach in any part of that Bo- 


rough, that I pleaſed. In ſhort, putting all 
theſe things together, conſidering them as 


ſheep without a ſhepherd, and finding it was 


but ſixteen miles from Plymouth, though it 


was ſo far going back again, I felt ſuch a 


call from the Lord, that I durſt hold out no 
longer, but conſented to return next Wedne/- 
day from Plymouth, and preach there, by the 
Lord's leave, that evening. Mr. K.'s bro- 


ther, being the Inn-keeper at Callington, a- 


nother borough town in this county, offered 
me the horſe-hlock at his door to preach on; 


but as they are a very hardened ſet of peo- 


ple here, and have no preaching out of the 
church, he offered alſo a field behind the 
houſe, judging we ſhould have more quietneſs 
there; nevertheleis on walking into the town, 


I ſaw a ſquare place at the head of the ſtreet, 


near the Mayor's door, that would hold a 


great number, and fixed upon that ſpot. Here 


I ſtood on a chair; at firſt there were but a 
few Methodiſts from the country, a very few 


of 


( 49 J 
of the inhabitants and children, but ſoon af- 
ter there were about two hundred or more 
aſſembled : the text was taken from Mark, 
Ch. i. ver. 15. Repent ye, and believe the goſpel. 
I truſt the Lord was at work with ſome. 


I am, Dear MA DAM, 


Callington, Your LapysniP's 
Aug uſt 2, 1781. 


Dutiful and affectionate Servant, 
| 'E » W. 
JF {therto the Lord hath helped us, and 


carried us on ſafely and comfortably 
from day to day, and from place to place. 
The laſt part of our Journal ended with 
Thurſday night's preaching at Callington. — 
On Friday, Auguſt 3, we ſet out for Taviſtock, 
in Devonſhire, where we dined at an Inn. In 
the afternoon two or three friends came to 
us; but finding it was market-day, it was 
not convenient to preach in the ſtreet, on ac- 
count of a number of horſes and carts paſſing 
and repaſling ; I therefore ſent to deſire the 
uſe of a very large market-chamber, which is 
ſuppoſed to hold, at leaſt, a thouiand people; 


this being granted, I went and preached to a 


large and attentive congregation on theſe 

words: Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, Iſaiah, 

ch. xlii. ver, 18. There appeared to be an 
E im- 


= 
impreſſion wrought on many, particularly a 
gentleman who was obſerved to hear with 
great eagerneſs, and was heard to ſay after 
it was over, That whoever pretends to believe 
the Bible, and does not acknowledge what he 
has now heard to be the truth, is a fool. 
I ſaw ſeveral of the poorer ſort alſo weeping. 
The next morning, Saturday the 4th, at the 
preſſing ſolicitations of a few ſerious perſons, 
I met them in the Meeting-room at eight 
o'clock, and gave them an exhortation from 
the firſt verſe of the 23d Pſalm, The Lord zs 
my Shepherd; I ſhall not want. This I found 
a comfortable ſeaſon to my own ſoul, and to 


all that were there. Many were melted down | 


under the ſenſe of the infinite love and faith- 
ful care of our gracious and all-ſufficient 
Shepherd, and ſeemed to anticipate the hap- 
pineſs they ſhould one day enjoy in behold- 
ing his face, and ſounding his praiſe for ever. 
We took an early dinner with a very gracious 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. B. who earneſtly in- 
treat your Ladyſhip to permit the Students 
in going to and from Cornwall, to take Ta- 
viſiock in the way. In the afternoon, at two 
o'clock, we ſet out for Plymouth, accompa- 
nied by Mr. B. and arrived about fix in the 
evening, where we were met at the houſe of 
a gracious man, Mr. S. by ſeveral friends, 
who congratulated us, and were very happy 
at our arrival there. After tea I walked out 
with them to a large Common, called the 
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Hoe (near the garriſon) which is the rendez- 
vous, or the Mall of the Plymouth-gentry, and 
all ſorts on Sundays, and where Mr. Whitefield 
had formerly preached; but there has no ſuch 
uſe been made of the Hoe ſince his time. 


There 1 pitched upon a proper ſpot for the 
next evening's preaching, cloſe by a ſtone 


pillar that was fixed in the ground, and ear- 
neſtly prayed the place might prove a Bethel 
to many ſouls the next day. On Sunday 
morning the 5th, at the earneſt and repeated 
requeſt, by meſſages and letters, from the 
Rev. Mr. K. I preached in his Tabernacle, 
at the Dock, to a very crowded congregation, 
on 1/aiah, ch. xxxii. ver. 17. And the work of 
righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; and the effect of 
righteouſneſs quietneſs and aſſurance for ever, 
In the diſcourſe I was led to inſiſt on the Re- 
deemer's righteouſneſs as the alone ground 
of a ſinner's juſtification and on the na- 
ture and neceſſity of aſſurance. I heard 
Mr. K. early in the afternoon, when he ad- 
ded his teſtimony to the morning's ſubject, 
and prayed very earneſtly for a bleſſing on my 
labours. He then ordered both the Taber- 


nacles to be ſhut up for the evening at P/y- 
mouth and Dock, that all the people might go 


to the Hoe, where I arrived at fix o'clock, 


Indeed, the fields were now white unto har- 


veſt ! It would have rejoyced your Ladyſhip's 
heart to behold the innumerable concourſe ; 
E 2 2 it 
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it was ſuch a multitude that none of us, or 
our friends had ever beheld before on any 
occaſion ; they were computed variouſly up to 
twenty thouſand : for my own part, I can form 
no conjecture. I went out ſomewhat hoarſe, 


but, bleſſed be God, it was hardly perceiv- 


ed by any ; and, I was told, my voice reach- 
ed to all. The text was, How ſhall we eſcape, 
ve neglect ſo great ſalvation, Heb.ch. ii. ver. 3. 
I found myſelf much drawn out to the alarm- 


ing of ſinners, many of whom were particu- 


larly ſtruck with the recital of two or three 
anecdotes. There was ſuch a thirſt for hear- 


ing, that they moſt earneſtly entreated my 


ſtay over the next Sabbath-day; but as that 
could not be, I conſented to preach once 
more at each place, Plymouth and Dock ; e- 
ſpecially as ſome had ſaid they had for ſome 
time made it a matter of prayer for a revival 
of the Lord's work with power, and now 
they hoped it was come. On Monday the 6th, 
at ſeven o'clock in the evening, I preached 
at the Tabernacle in Plymouth, which was 
{aid to be more crowded than ever it had been 
known before on any occaſion. I found it a 
very good ſeaſon to my own ſoul ; and though 
the fatigue of the day before, and reſtleſſneſs 


the whole night, ſeemed to be too much for 


my body to bear, it pleaſed our Lord ſo to 
fulfil his promiſe, As thy day is, ſo ſhall thy 
ſtrength be; that all my weakneſs ſeemed to 
be left at the bottom of the N 
The 
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The ſubje&t was taken from Pſalm lxviii. 
ver. 18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt 
led captivity captive: thou haſt recerved gifts 


for men ; yea, for the rebellious alſo, That 


the Lord God might dwell among them. The 
enlargement on * the word rebellious, I truſt, 

was accompanied with peculiar unction to 
many, from what I was told the next day. 

Miniſters of various denominations, and the 
people, ſeemed very happy at what they call- 
ed à revival of old times, when field- preaching 
was not ſo much out of faſhion as at preſent. 

Having engaged to go to Sir H. T.'s deſerted 
people on Wedneſday, and as I muſt return by 
way of Plymouth on Thurſday, the people 
knowing this, I was beſieged, before I came 


out of the pulpit, to promiſe another ſermon 


on the Thur/day. Seeing ſuch eagerneſs in 
the people, and conſcious of the ſpecial pre- 
ſence of God amongſt us this evening, I con- 
ſented ; eſpecially, as I knew I could go no 
farther than Plymouth on that day. Tueſday, 


Auguſt the 7th, I preached again, according 


to promiſe, at the Dock, when the Taber- 


nacle was fuller, if poſſible, than on Sunday. 


The text was taken from P/a/m Ixxxix. ver. 
15, 16. Bleſſed is the people that know the joy 
Jul found: they ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light 
of thy countenance. In thy name ſhall they re- 


joyce 21 the day: and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall 
they beexalted. Mr. K. came to the pulpit-door, 


and earneſtly entreated my ſtaying over Sun- 
| E 3 7 2 1 z 
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day; but I could by no means conſent to it; 


he then begged for another week-day, neither 


could I yield to that; he then ſaid as I was 
to preach at Plymouth on Thur/day, he would 
ſhut up the Dock-Tabernacle that evening, to 
give the Dock people an opportunity of attend= 


ing. —Wedneſday the 8th, we ſet off for Looc, 


accompanied by ſome of our friends from Ph- 
mouth, and having a paſſage to croſs, together 
with a bad road, it took us as much time 


as twice the diſtance on a better road ; how- 
ever, it pleaſed God to bring us there in ſafety, 


and about ſeven o'clock I preached on a Bow- 
ling-green, very near Sir H.'s late Meeting- 


houſe, which he has now ſold for a malt- 


houſe. —The text that appeared moſt ſuitable 
on this occaſion, as many had been ſo griev- 


ed, and others queſtioned the truths he had 
preached, was from theſe words : Neverthe- 


leſs the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, having 
this ſeal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. 


And, let every one that nameth the name of Chriſt 


depart from iniquity, 2 Tim. Ch. ii. ver. 19. 
From hence I endeavoured to ſhew, that the 


foundation of God ftandeth ſure, notwithſtand- 
ing the awful apoſtacy of Miniſters, mak 


ing particular application to them through- 


out the whole. Many of the poor ſerious 


people were very ſolemnly affected; and it 


was, I find, univerſally a word in ſeaſon, 
and drank in as a ſhower of rain on a thirſty 


land. The Lord enabled me, as I defired, 
to bear a faithful teſtimony in 27 place; nor 
„ es uo 
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do I in the leaſt regret the going twenty 
miles back again into Cornwall to have this. 
opportunity. Thurſday the 9th, we ſet out 
between eight and nine in the morning, but 
did not reach Phmouth to dine, till paſt four 
in the afternoon. According to promiſe, the 
ſame evening I preached, for the laſt time 
at Plymouth, to a very crowded congrega- 
tion in the Tabernacle, from theſe words : 
Therefore let no man glory in men. For all 
things are yours ; whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
 Cephas, or the World, or Life, or Death, or 
things preſent, or things to come; all are 
yours; And ye are Chriſt's; and Chriſt is God's, 
1 Cor. ch. iii. ver. 21, 22, 23. It was, I 
have been told, a good ſeaſon to very many, 
and I have juſt now particularly heard of a 
very careleſs perſon, that never uſed to go to 
any place of worſhip, crying all night and 
the next day at what ſhe heard, and ſeemed 
under great conviction; the Lord grant it may 


iſſue in converſion Friday the 1ioth, we ſet 


off for Modbury, a town about fifteen miles 
from Plymouth, where there is no Goſpel; 
but being taken very ill the night before, and 
continuing ſo on the road, by the time I 
reached Modbury, I ſeemed very unfit for 
preaching, However, though I could not 
attempt it out of doors, I went to a room 
that a very few ſerious people meet in, which 
was ſoon filled with all forts, Arians, Armi- 
nians, and people of no religion at all; and 
Eg. there- 
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therefore thought it neceſſary to ſpeak to 
them ſimply of the great leading truths of the 
goſpel, from Rom. ch. v. ver. 21. That as fin 
hath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace 
reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life 2 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Some were much af- 
fected. One of the greateſt perſecutors in 
the town was alſo there, but the Lion was 
aſtoniſhingly changed into the Lamb. I am 
Juſt favoured with your Ladyſhip's letter, but 
my preſent indiſpoſition, and the poſt going 
out, prevent my anſwering it by this poſt. 


I am, dear Map AM, 


Your moſt affectionate 
Kingſbridge, 


Aug. 12, 1781. and dutiful Servant, 


T. W. 


My dear MA DAM! 
HOPE your Ladyſhip will pardon receiv- 


ing the continuation of our Journal a poſt. 
later than you ought to have done, as I have 
been ſo much out of order for this week paſt 
as to have made writing quite a burden to me. 
Through mercy, I am now much better.— 
Sunday, Auguſt the 12th, having been much 
indiſpoſed at Modbury, where I was obliged to 
lie by at the Inn on Saturday, and not able to 
undertake preaching this morning, we ſet off 

about 


„ 
about nine o'clock for K:ng/bridge, where I 
had appointed to preach both parts of the 
day ; but now could only attempt to give them 
a ſermon in the evening : this was to have 
been out of doors, but rain coming on pre- 
vented it, and obliged me to accept Mr. E. 's 
Meeting- houſe, which is a large one, and was 
compleatly filled. The text l preached from 
was taken from the Second Book of Kings, 
ch. xxv. ver. 27, 28, 29, 30. And it came to 
paſs in the ſeven and thirtieth year of the cap- 
troity of Jehoiachin King of Judah, in the 
twelfth month, on the ſeven and twentieth day 
of the month, that FEvil-Merodach King of 
Babylon in the year that he began to reign did 
t up the head of Jeboiachin King of Judah 
out + priſon ; and he ſhake kindly to him, and 
ſet his throne above the throne of the kings that 
were with him in Babylon; and changed his pri- 
ſon-garments: and he did eat bread continually 
before him all the days of his life. And his allow= 
ance was a continual allowance given him of the 
king, a daily rate for every day, all the days of 
his hfe.—Where occaſion was taken to ſhew 
that man was by nature in worſe than Baby- 
loniſb captivity : that the deliverance of a ſin- 
ner was often fo remarkably ſtriking, that the 
year and month were eaſily remembered; that 
free-grace alone made the difference between 
one captive and others; what was meant b 
the King of Kings ſpeaking kindly to ſuch ; 
wherein conſiſted the change of our priſon- 


gar- 
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garments, together with the proviſion daily 
made for believers at free coſt. I found my 

ſoul much enlarged, but my body, after ſer- 

mon, much fatigued. — Monday, Auguſt the 
| 13th, we went to Totneſs, and I had fully in- 
tended to preach there that evening ; but when 
i we arrived finding myſelf much indiſpoſed, 
| and not having been given out for preach- 
| ing, nor knowing any perſon in the whole 
| town, I lay by that afternoon at the Inn. This 
circumſtance was very providential, as next 
| morning a violent raſh broke out all over my 
| body, which ſtill continues; it has been a 
ö great relief to my ſpirits, and probably the 
i means of preſerving me from a violent fever, 
which there was much reaſon, before its ap- 
pearance, to expect was coming upon me; 
and which, had it been checked by preach- 
ing out of doors that evening, might have 
been of very dangerous conſequence, or, at 
leaſt, have diſabled me from preaching for 
ſome time. However, keeping myſelf warm, 
I proceeded, Tueſday, Auguſt the 14th, to Afh- 
burton, where, as it was Fair-day, I preached 
in a large Meeting-houſe on the very ground 
that Mr. Flavel preached his laſt ſermon, 
There are ſome precious ſouls here that know 
the Lord, who fed heartily on the word : the 
text was, Prov. ch. xvii. ver. 17. A friend 
loveth at all times, and a brother is born for 
| adverſity. Many teſtified thankfully that our 
friend and brother was then preſent. The 
| next 
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next day, we went on to Ide, near Exeter, 
where my dear friend Mr. H— has a coun- 
try-houſe; and from thence proceeded, on 
Thurſday the 16th, to Tiverton, where I 
preached in his large new Meeting, lately 
a Play-houſe, which was well filled. There 
were four or five Miniſters of different deno- 
minations preſent, and the congregation was 
very attentive : ſome appeared to be in tears. 
The text was taken from Gal. iii. ver. 10, 11, 
12, 13. For as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curſe: for it is written, 
Curſed is every one that continueth not in dll 
things which are written in the book of the law _ 
to do them, But, that no man is juſtified by the 
law in the fight of God, it is evident for, the 
uſt ſhall live by faith. And the law is not of 
faiths but The man that doeth them ſhall live in 
them. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for us: for it 
is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree, — The next morning, we had 
the pleaſure to hear that ſome were refreſh- 
ed and edified, particularly one who ſaid 
he had never before heard the way of ſalva- 
tion ſo clearly laid before him ; that he was 
fully convinced this was the way; whereupon 
we were comforted that our coming here was 
not in vain, This evening I went to Ex- 
mouth, a ſea-bathing place, about twenty- 
eight miles from Tiverton, and preached there. 
The text was taken from Luke, ch. xxiv. 
ver. 
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ll ver. 45. 46. 47. 48. Then opened he their un- 
|  derſlanaing, that they might underſtand the Scrip- 
il tures, and faid unto them, Thus it 1s written, 
* and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe 
|. from the dead the third day. And that repent- 
ance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preached in 

5 his name among all nations, beginning at Feru- 
ſalem. And ye are witneſſes of theſe things. — 
(| Some ſcoffers were obſerved to be more ſeri- 
ous than we expected, and many people came 

to me, after preaching, to thank me for this 

{ ſervice. A dignified clergyman came within 
| the door a little before the concluſion of the 
5 ſermon, ſtayed till the prayer was over, and 
| told a Miniſter he recollected me at Oxford, 
. and was ſorry he was not there ſooner, which 
| he had intended, but was prevented. —Satur- 
ö day, Auguſt the 18th, we returned to Exeter, 
and I preached that evening at the Taberna- 
cle, where Mr. T. preaches; there were ſome 
Miniſters preſent, and particularly a noted 
Arian, The ſubject was taken from Pſalm xxix. 
ver. 11. The Lord will give ſirength unto his 
people ; the Lord will bleſs his people with peace. 
Our Lord gave me utterance. I found it was 
a comfortable ſeaſon to others; but it was not 

_ altogether ſuch to my own ſoul. I defired ſim- 
ply to be faithful, notwithſtanding I ſuppoſed 
there were gain-ſayers; and, I bleſs God, I 
had nothing to reproach myſelf with for de- 

_ clining to ſpeak explicitly of thoſe great truths 
that I was well aware would not be reliſhed 
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by ſome that heard me.— Sunday, Auguſt the 
i9th, having been kindly offered a pulpit by 
a ſound Miniſter among the Baptiſts, Mr. F. 
I determined to accept this offer in the morn- 
ing; and to preach in the open air, if the 
weather permitted, in the evening, at a place 
of rendezvous for public walking in ſummer- 
time, on one fide of the city, called Southern- 
bay. This was objected to by moſt, as it 
was expected there would be much rioting 
and perſecution ; but I was not moved by any 
of their arguments or fears; determining, 
if the Lord pleaſed, to venture in his name. 
I was accordingly given out, after morning 
ſervice, for the out-of-door preaching in the 
evening, The congregation at the Baptiſt 
Meeting was very large, I found great li- 
berty in bearing teſtimony againſt forma- 
lity, whether in the Eſtabliſhed Church, or 
out of it; and maintaining the neceſſity of a 
perſonal intereſt in the alone and all-ſufficient 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt. The text was, Rom. 
ch. x. ver. 3, 4. For they being ignorant of 
| God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eftabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted them- 
ſelves unto the righteouſneſs of God. For Chriſt 
zs the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
one that believeth. — I was preſſed very much 
in the veſtry by the Miniſter, Deacons, and 
principal Members, to preach there again in 
the evening: but I refuſed, unleſs the weather 
proved rainy, which now ſeemed to be likely, 
: as 
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as we had already ſome ſhowers and thunder. 
Mr. H.'s Coachman, I found afterwards, was 
much impreſſed under this ſermon. After we 
returned from Meeting, it rained very faſt, and 
continued to rain, more or leſs, till the time 
appointed for preaching, which was fix o'clock; 


| when it was abſolutely neceſſary to adjourn to 


the Meeting. I know nothing but this cir- 
cumſtance would have prevented my attempt- 
ing to preach in the open air in ſuch a po- 


pulous city this evening, ſo much was my 


mind ſet upon it; but when I found it could 
not be, I felt no murmuring ; and yet, wet as 


it was, I was told afterwards that many had 


aſſembled and ſheltered themſelves under the 
trees, in expectation of preaching, and um- 
brellas were there in great abundance. How- 
ever, we drove to the Meeting, which, though 
it is large, and full of galleries, we found fo 
crowded, that it was with great difficulty I 
could get to the pulpit, and many were obli- 
ged to go away for want of room; yet, not- 
withſtanding the violent preſſing of the peo- 
ple, immediately on the beginning of the ſer- 


vice all was ſtill and ſolemn; the Court as 


well as the Meeting was very full, notwith- 
ſtanding the rain, My ſoul was drawn out to 
careleſs ſinners, under theſe words: Thrs my 


fon was dead, and is alive again; he was loſt, 


aud is found; trom the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son, Luke xv.—The word ſeemed to go with 

power, and though I had been ill in the 
morn= 
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morning, and then felt myſelf very much in- 
diſpoſed, I found ſuch new ſtrength given me 
on this occaſion, that after preaching an hour 
and anhalf, Icould with pleaſure have preached 
another hour, but for the ſake of the people, 
who were ſtanding all this time.—Bleſſed be 
God! many, that caught hold of my hand as 
I was going out, could not refrain from tell- 
ing me briefly, that they had been /off, and 
were found, &c.— Monday the 2oth, I went 
to Crediton, having ſent word before, that I 
intended preaching out of doors, if the wea- 
ther would permit; otherwiſe, ſhould accept 
of a Meeting that was offered me by Mr. V. 


a young Diſſenting Miniſter there. When I 


came to the town, it was judged moſt adviſe- 
able, on account of the enmity and riotous 
diſpoſition of the mob, to preach in the 
Meeting ; but, to my great concern, we had 
not above ſeventy people, and ſome of thoſe 
came out of the country to hear. However, 
I took the opportunity of preaching Jeſus to 
a few, and ſpoke from theſe words: I am the 


way, and the truth, and the hife, John, ch. xiv. 


ver. 6.—I had only this to comfort me, that 
there might be ſome or other of God's peo- 
ple preſent that I was ſent to miniſter food 
unto that evening ; or ſome poor Phariſee, to 
whom the alone way of ſalvation was to be 
explained ; if either end was anſwered, I ſhall 
not repent of going even to Crediton; but I 
think, if I ſhould go thither again, I ſhall 
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certainly attempt preaching out of doors, as 
the only way of attracting the multitude there. 
— Tueſday, Auguſt the 21ſt. My preſent indiſ- 
WW poſition made it expedient for me to lie by at 
Mr. H.'s, where I took ſome medicines, and 
|. proceeded, on Wedneſday the 22d, to Honiton ; 
[ Mr. H. having ſent a letter to Mr. S. a Diſ- 
| ſenting Miniſter there, to appriſe him of my 
coming ; but on my arrival, in the afternoon, 
I found that proper notice had not been given, 
the Miniſter ſaying, He did not know at what 
hour I ſhould arrive: ſo he went about then 
„ to collect what people he could, and I ſuppoſe 
$ not more than a hundred were aſſembled. I 
iſh preached on theſe words: Being juſtified by 
4 faith, wwe have peace with God through our Lord 
* FJeſus Chriſt : By whom alſo we have acceſs by 
faith into this grace wherein we ſtand, and re- 
orice in hope of the glory of God, Rom. ch. v. 
ver. I, 2,—There were a few that ſeemed to 
reliſh the word, — Thurſday, Auguſt the 23d, 
we proceeded, by way of Axminſter, to Lyme, 
which place, through the goodneſs of our 
God, we reached about five o'clock in the 
evening. I immediately ſent to a Mr. L. 
who was recommended to me by Mr. V. and 
to whom that gentleman had wrote, to inform. 
him of my coming hither to-day with a de- 
ſign to preach. I waited for him till near half 
an hour after ſix, when he came and informed 
me he had not given any notice of my preach- 
ing, not having received the letter till that 
morn= 
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morning, and had been very buſy, &c. It was 
now too late to aſſemble a congregation, who 
had received no previous notice, and I had to 
regret that I ſhould have come ſo many miles 
out of my way, and that through a hilly coun- 
try too; and, after all, ſhould be diſappointed. 
Friday the 24th. We went to Bridport, 
where I determined, by the Lord's leave, to 
preach in the evening. There 1s a gracious 
Miniſter here, Mr. F. very catholic, and, I 
truſt, warm- hearted in the cauſe of God. He 
received me with great regard and cordiality, 
and had given public notice of my preaching 
as ſoon as he knew it. I therefore preached 
in his Meeting, which is very commodious, 
and has three galleries. There is alſo ano- 
ther Meeting in this town, where the A- 
rian hereſy is maintained. Many of the 
members of this latter Meeting were alſo 
preſent, and ſome that had never been once 
within the walls before. As I was looking 
for a text in the pulpit, theſe words preſented 
themſelves: Hearken to me, ye ftout-hearted, 
that are far from righteouſneſs : JI bring near 
my righteouſneſs; it ſhall not be far off, and my 
Jatvation ſhall not tarry: and I will place ſal- 
vation in Zion for Ijrael my glory, Iſaiah, 
ch. xlvi. ver. 12, 13.— The Lord gave me li- 
berty to ſpeak largely to the ſtout-hearted, as 
well the outward careleſs, hardened ſinner, 
as the dead, ſeli-righteous proteſſor. The 
rain poured down very heavily the whole time 
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of ſervice, ſo that I bleſſed God we had the 
opportunity of ſo good a houſe. We ſpent 
the evening with the Miniſter, and ſome Chri- 
{tian friends, and Mr. M. who came to meet 
me from Weymouth, and defires his humble 
duty to your Ladyſhip. Mr. F. prayed very 
ſweetly and affectionately before we parted, 
and we were all in hopes that the word was 
not ſpoken in vain.— This morning, Saturday | 
the 25th, we proceeded to Weymouth, where 
I intend to ſtay till Monday, and then proceed, | 
by way of Saliſbury, &c. to Brigbthelmſtone, 
where I hope to arrive this day ſe'nnight. 


We did not forget that yeſterday was the 24th 


of Auguſt, but earneſtly begged our Lord to 
give your Ladyſhip many returns of that day, 
to the increaſing glory of God, and the more 
extenſive ſpread of the goſpel. The poſt is 
juſt going out, therefore we have only time 
to unite in moſt affectionate duty to | your ö 
Ladyſhip. ; 


Jam, dear Ma DAM, 


Your's molt faithfully, 
Beet, 


Aug. 25) 1781, | T. W. 


FTER I ſent off my laſt packet, dated | 
from Bridport, on Saturday the 25th, | 
we e proceeded to WWeymouth, where we ar- | 
rived ſafe in the evening. . — No notice hav- | 
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* 
ing been given of my preaching this evening, 
I went out to ſurvey the town for a proper 
ſpot to preach on the next evening; accord- 
ingly, I pitched on a large piece of ground, 
on an eminence, adjoining to the town, called 
the Chaplet, where there had formerly been a 
chapel.— Sunday the 26th. I preached in the 
morning at the chapel, but, though the con- 
gregation (Mr. M. ſays) was much larger than 
it uſually is on a Sunday morning, on account of 


public notice being given that a ſtranger was to 


preach, I am ſorry to ſay there were not quite 
an hundred people ; however, thoſe that were 


preſent, were conſidered as ſeeking ſouls, at 


leaſt; and ſome few, I believe, very precious. 
There were alſo ſome that had been back- 
{liders, that were much broken down when 
they were addreſſed in particular; and we all 
hope the Lord was preſent. The text was, 
Matt. xxii. 42. What think ye of Chriſt *— 
After ſermon, I gave the communion to about 
ten or twelve only, who, | believe, are truly 


gracious people. After dinner, I went the 
ſecond time to a ſick gentle woman, whom I 


viſited the evening before, and who is conſi- 
dered as the flower of the congregation, 
Mrs. M. who has always encouraged the lit- 


_ tle handful here, when things have been at 
the loweſt ebb. I adminiitred the communion 


to her in private, and had very ſweet conver- 
lation with her each time, The weather 
| F 2 looked 
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looked very lowering all the afternoon ; and 
our friends fearing it would rain, attempted 
to diſſuade me from preaching out in the 
evening; but I determined, by the Lord's 
help, to found the goſpel trumpet on the 
Chaplet, at half an hour after five, where we 
arrived at the time appointed, and I ſuppoſe 
there were about a thouſand people afſem- | 
bled. The wind blew very freſh, but, I 
bleſs God, there was no rain. Satan, how- | 
ever, gave me the meeting; and though the 
generality of the people ſtood very firm, and 
heard with great attention, many boys, en- 


couraged by gentlemen's footmen, were very 


noiſy and troubleſome to the ſkirts of the 
congregation, by throwing burs among them. 


'There were ſome looſe fellows alſo, at a 


very little diſtance, threw up a cricket-ball, 
and made ſome little effort to play, but 
that was ſoon given over. However, though 
there was more noiſe and confuſion than I 
ever preached in before, I was perſuaded, 


from the oppoſition the Devil made by his 
agents, he was in apprehenſion of loſing 


ſome of his ſubjects, and that the Lord 
was at work with the hearts of fome that 


were preſent, The ſubject was taken from 
Ace, Ch. xvii. ver. 22, 23. Then Paul ſtood 


in the midſt of Mars-hill, and ſaid, Ye men 
of Athens, 1 percerve that in all things ye 
are too ſuperſlitious. For as I paſſed by, and 
beheld your devations, I found an altar with this 
in- 
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inſcription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare F 
unto you.-— A few ſerious people came at 
night to thank me for coming amongſt 
them, and hoped they ſhould ſee me again, 
when the providence of God ſhould bring me 

into thoſe parts. I found myſelf much in- 
diſpoſed on Monday morning ; but, as there 
was a neceſſity for my haſtening forward, I 
left Weymouth, and went on to Wareham, but 
was not able to preach that night. We baited 
on the way at a very gracious Farmer's, who 
has been very active in the cauſe of God, in 
thole parts, and is a very ſenſible and lively 
Chriſtian.— When one of our friends aſked 
him if he had not met with a great loſs lately 
(for, it ſeems, he had ſo many acres of corn 
blighted as would have been worth 2001.) he 
ſaid, No; he had no loſs; the Lord was very 
good in giving him any thing, and very good 
in withholding it; it was all the Lord's; 
therefore, as it was beſt for him, and the Lord 
had a right to do what he would with his 
own, he could not call it @ %. TJueſday, the 
28th, we proceeded to Ringwood, but the wind 


and rain were ſo violent throughout the whole 


evening and night, that it was impracticable 
to attempt preaching out of doors, and I knew 
nothing ot the principles of the Diſſenting 
Miniſter ; ſo we ſpent our evening at the Inn, 
and proceeded in the morning the ſhorteſt way 
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to Chicheſter ; which, as I was under a neceſ- 
ſity of reaching on Thurſday, we were obliged 
to ſtop at a ſmall village on Wedneſday even- 
ing. Bleſſed be God! we reached Chrcheſter 
the next day in the afternoon, where I preach- 
ed in your Ladyſhip's chapel, on Solomon's 
Song, ch. ii. ver. 4. He brought me to the ban- 
gueting-houſe, and his banner over me was love. 
Afterwards I gave the Communion to the 
Society. — Friday the ziſt, I preached in a 
Malt-houſe, at Arundel, as the old Meet- 
ing is enlarging : which, upon the whole, is 
better attended than uſual, and the Student 
preaches there from Chicheſter every Sunday 
afternoon. I cannot ſay I ever perceived much 
life among the people here, ſo I was led to 
ſpeak from theſe words, Hoſea, ch. vii. ver. 
8, 9, Ephraim he hath mixed himſelf among the 
people ; Ephraim ts a cake not turned. Strangers 
bave devoured his flirength, and he knoweth it 
not yea, grey bairs are here and there upon him, 
yet he knoweth it not — Mr. C. was very thank- 
ful for the ſeaſonable admonition and reproof. 
I ſpoke alſo to an elderly perſon that has for 
ſome years made a profeſſion, but, for want 
of knowing herſelf more, and looking for that 
in herſelf which can be found no where but 
in Chriſt, is in great darkneſs, and under great 
temptation. Another elderly woman I viſited 
allo, who is going faſt into eternity; and, I 
hope, the knows the Lord, and is very com- 
fortable 
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fortable in her own ſoul; ſo, I truſt, ſome- 
thing is going on even at Arundel, and that 


Tx ſhall yet ſee better days there. On Satur- 


, September the 1ft. It pleaſed our gracious 


Shepherd to bring us home to Br/gh7helmſtone 


in ſafety, and we could not but look back 
with wonder and gratitude on the mercies we 


had received; the protection from every dan- 


ger we had experienced in a journey of per- 
haps little leſs than a thouſand miles ſince we 
left Bath, and not a hair of our heads hurt, 
but goodneſs and mercy following us from 
ſtage to ſtage throughout the whole journey ; 
together with the great privilege and honour 
of ſounding the goſpel-trumpet in various 
counties, towns, and villages, to thouſands 
and tens of thouſands; and, above all, to be 
highly favoured with our Lord's preſence, 
which we ſhall never be enough thankful for. 
— Here then ends my long Journal of this 
ſummer's excurſion ; and I humbly deſire to 
teſtify, that as long as the Lord ſpares my in- 
ſignificant lite, I ſhall be happy to ſpend eve- 
ry ſummer thus; and, when death comes, 
that it may find me in this delightful ſervice. 
—To the bleſſed Head of the Church I 
heartily commend your Ladyſhip, and ear- 
neſtly pray that he will continue to load you 
with ſpiritual benefits, and make your inva= 
luable life an increaſing bleſſing to thouſands 
upon thouſands ; richly repaying you for all 
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E 
your ſervices in the goſpel, and cauſing you 
to ſee the work of the Lord more and more 
proſpering in your hands. 


I am, dear MAD AM, 


Ever your LApysHiP's 


| Brightheln/tone, Moſt devoted, 
Gept. 3, 1781. 
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Bromwich, Fuly 16, 1781. 
Honour'd MaDam, 


S your Ladyſhip wiſhed to be fla 
of the moſt material circumſtances 
that might occur on my Northern Tour, I 
now fit down to communicate a brief account 


of my proceedings ſince I left Briſtol. 


Through the kind protection of the bleſſed 
God, I got ſafe to Worceſter on Saturday the 
7th inſtant. The next morning I preached 
on Hebrews, ch. x. ver. 35. Caſt not away 
therefore your confidence, which hath great re- 
compenſe of reward. Afterwards I adminiſter- 
ed the Sacrament, and humbly hope we had 
ſome gracious appearances of the Divine Pre- 


ſence. In the afternoon IT had the pulpit at 


St. Peter's, and attempted to ſet forth the in- 
eſtimable bleſſings of Redemption, from os, 
ch. xix. ver. 25. I know that my Redeemer 


livetb. — In the evening, Mr. E. (who had 


ſupplied the chapel for ſome months at the 


firſt opening, and was much reſpected among 
the 
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the people) gave us an excellent ſermon. He 


is a young man eminent in wiſdom, and un— 
affected humility, and does credit to your 
Ladyſhip's College. Our friends intreated me 
to preach again the following evening, 'The 
next day, Tueſday the 1oth, I arrived at K:d- 
derminſier, and was much exerciſed with pe- 
culiar barrenneſs and diſtreſs of ſoul, both in 
the pulpit and in converſation, the remaining 


part of the evening, I wiſhed to be gone 


early in the morning, but had promiſed to 
preach at ſeven, and am thankful for any 
ſmall degree of liberty after ſuch unuſual 
darkneſs and miſery. On Wedneſday the 11th, 
I called on our old friend Mr. F. who received 


me with great cordiality. He rode about his 


pariſh, and in about an hour after my arrival 
the church was near full. My ſubje& was 


the liberty of the goſpel, from Galatians, 
ch. v. ver. 1. Stand faſt, therefore, in the li- 


berty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and 


be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 


—] principally endeavoured to ſhew, that 
our juſtification through the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, maintained and experienced in the 
heart, was the only foundation for every de- 
gree of holineſs. Mr. G. his curate, very ei- 
villy accompanied me the next day on my way 


to Wolverhampton, and there I met with an 
unexpected occurrence, which was, permiſſion 


to preach in one of Mr. J's pulpits.— The 
next morning I went with a friend or two to 
| 5 ſee 
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ſee a new painting over the Communion- table 


in one of the churches.—It repreſents the 
taking down our bleſſed Lord from the Croſs. 
Several perſons were preſent on the ſame oc- 


caſion with us, and I had a good opportunity 
of deſcribing to them the great end of our 
Saviour's Death and Reſurrection. They 
ſeemed much ſtruck with what they heard 
and ſaw, and I hope it may prove a favoura- 
ble opening for my preaching in the Market- 
place of that town next Sunday. I came un- 


der the hoſpitable roof of Mr. V. at Weſt 


Bromwich, laſt Friday, the 13th, and preached 
the ſame evening to many hundreds, before 
the door. The text was, P/alm xxxvi. ver. 7. 
How excellent is thy loving kindneſs, O God! 
therefore the children of men put their truſt un- 
der the ſhadow of thy wings.—l hope it was a 
comfortable time to many, if I may judge 


from their tears and ſerious attention.— On 


Sunday the 15th, I began the day at Wedneſ= 
bury, where the Meeting was quite crowd- 
ed. In the afternoon I preached out of doors, 
to at leaſt two thouſand, and in the evening 
at Bilſlon, to near the ſame number. My 
texts for the day were, Firſt, Jer. ch. ii. 
ver. 13. My people have committed two evils: 
they have forſaken me the fountain of living wa- 
ters, and hewed them out ciſterns, broken ciſterns 
that can hold no water. Second, Jer. viii. 22. 
Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no phyſician 
there? Why then is not the health of the daugh- 
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fer of my people recovered? — Third, 2 Tim. 
ch. iv. ver. 7. I have fought a good fight.— 
I ſaw many were affected under each ſermon, 
and may ſhowers from Heaven water the 
ſeed that is ſown, that it may bring forth 
fruit abundantly, to the praiſe and glory of 
the Lord of the Harveſt.—In the cloſe of the 
day I was not more fatigued than I uſually am 
by preaching twice in one of the chapels. 
Bleſſed be our gracious Lord and Maſter for 
ſtrength and conſolation according to our day. 
I am engaged to preach this week at Dar/e/ton, 
Waljal, Dudley, Bromwich, and Birmingham, 
and on Sunday the 29th, at Yolverhampton, - 
Weaueſoury, and Waljal, In almoſt all theſe 
places, if the weather 1s favourable, a table 
will be my pulpit, the canopy of the heavens 
my ſounding-board ; and oh | that Jeſus may 
preſide in our aſſemblies, that his glory may 
be ſeen, and his almighty arm revealed in the 
ſalvation of poor ſinners. —Mr. H. your Lady- 
ſhip's ſtudent, goes on with abundant zeal 
and diligence, and, as far as I can learn, with 
tome degree of ſucceſs, and is generally well 
received among the people. My intention is 
to move Northwards, on Monday the 3oth, 
by way of Aſhby, Melburne, Nottingham, &c. 
and hope to be at Lincoln againſt Auguſt the 
5th. Our friends at Birmingham have preſſed 
me much to give them one Sunday for the 
public ſtreets, but 1 fear my other engage- 
ments will not admit of my ſtopping ſo long 

in 
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in theſe parts. The ſummer is pretty far ad- 
vanced, and I with, if poſſible, to extend my 
line to Newcaſtle before I return, May the 
Lord make my way clear before me! and 
bleſs my feeble efforts for the honour of his 
name, and the gathering in of his ſcattered 
flock. I hope to be remembered by your 
Ladyſhip at the Throne of Grace: and may 
ten thouſand bleſſings be upon your devoted 


heart and multiplied labours. 


I remain, Honoured Map AM, 


kr 


Your LapysnlP's 
Faithful obedient Servant, 
C. G. 
Aſhby De la Zouch, Juby 24, 1781. 
 Honourd MAapam, 


N Thurſday the 19th I had the honour of 
receiving the packet of letters, which 


reached me at Bromwich. In my laſt I in- 


formed your Ladyſhip of the various places I 
was engaged to preach at in the courſe of the 
laſt week. At Darleſton, on Monday the 16th, 
we had at leaſt fifteen hundred of the poor 


Colliers and Nailors. My ſubject was, Be- 
bold, he prayeth! Acts, ch. ix. ver. 11. And 


I humbly hope a ſmall degree of that divine 

power, that overcame Paul's pride and infi- 

delity in his way to Damaſcus, reſted upon us, 
: if 


L281 
if we may judge from the ſerious attention, 
many tears, and hearty mens of the dear peo- 
ple. —On Tueſday the 17th, I preached in a 
large Diſſenting Meeting-houſe, at Walſal, to 
a ſerious auditory of about fix hundred, but 
felt much dejection of ſpirits and barrenneſs 
of mind in the pulpit, and the remainder of 
the evening. — On Wedneſday the 18th, I 
mounted my old roſtrum in the ſtreets of 
Dudley, and, bleſſed be God! had ſome de- 
gree of liberty and feeling in ſetting forth the 
aſtoniſhing ſufferings and humiliation of the 


Son of God, and the glorious conſequences to 
Himſelf and Sinners, from Philip. ch. ii. 


and latter part of the 8th verſe, He humbled 


himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the Croſs. — The congregation was com- 
puted to be two thouſand ; we had no kind of 


Interruption, but all appeared ſolemn and at- 


tentive. One of them ſaid to his companions, 


after it was over, „I will hear this Preacher 


no more, for he comes too near me.'— On 
Thurſday the 19th, we had a large afſembly 
before Mr. V.'s door, at Bromwich- Heath, 
and I was enabled to ſpeak cloſely to profeſſors 
on the importance and neceſſity of a holy 
walk and converſation from Evangelical 


principles. — I rode the next day to Bir- 


mingham, and felt much fatigued, and re- 
laxed with the heat of the weather, and the 
labours of the preceding days, and had, upon 
the whole, an uncomfortable evening, which 
di- 


* WY YEP 
© 
dis as en N 
LAX addin tons ter af 0 4 


1 


diſtreſſed me not a little, as I wiſhed to ac- 
quit myſelf with decency before ſo reſpectable 
and numerous an aſſembly.— The followin 

evening, Saturday the 21ſt, I returned to 
my very comfortable retreat at Bromwich, 
and, by prayer and meditation, endeavoured 
to have my mind prepared for the impor- 
tant ſervices of the Sabbath. At fix the 
next morning, my kind friend, Mr. —5 
accompanied me to Wolverhampton; many 
threats had been given out by ſome of the 
town, that I ſhould not be permitted to preach 
in the Market-place; and being told, they 
had diſturbed and pulled down with violence 
one of Mr. /——y's Preachers, who had 
made the ſame attempt, I cannot ſay but I 
felt ſome ſhameful cowardice, but was deter- 
mined not to yield to it, and committing my- 
felf into his hands, whoſe I am, and whom I 
ſerve, I ſtood up at the place appointed, and 
had not ſung above a verſe of that excellenc 
Hymn, How ſad our flate by nature is, but 
the people came pouring down from all quar- 
ters, and I think we had the largeit congre- 
gation I have yet ſeen fince I left Br:fo/. In- 
ſtead of riot and confuſion, we had filence 
and attention, and no attempt whatever to 
diſturb us, I endeavoured to explain and en- 
force the alarming words of Chriſt, Luke, 
ch. xii. ver. 40. Be ye therefore ready alſo ; for 
the Son of Man cometh at an hour when ye think 
not.— From what I ſaw and felt I was thank- 


ful 
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ful to my bleſſed Lord for the opportunity, 
and wiſhed, if my other engagements would 
have admitted, to have given them another 
ſermon—but do hope my dear fellow-labour- 
ers will have compaſſion on that populous 


town, where many thouſands are periſhing 


for want of knowledge.—In the afternoon I 


went to Yeaneſbury, and attempted to ſet forth 


the wondrous work of our God and Saviour, 
in Creation, Providence, and. Redemption, 
and our duty to look on with humility, de- 
light and praiſe, from Judges, ch. xiii. ver. 19. 
And the angel did wonderouſly, and Manoah and 
2 wife looked 0n.—In the evening, I ſtood up 
in the ſtreets of Malſal, and pointed out, in 
the moſt forcible manner I could, the guilt 
and miſery of mankind, and the only method 
of their recovery and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
from Jaiab, ch. liii. ver. 6. All we, like ſheep, 
Have gone aſtray ; we have turned every one to 
his own way ; and the Lord hath laid on Him 


the iniquity of us all, The far greater part of 


the people behaved with much decency; and 
ſome ſeemed remarkably ſtruck with the charge 
I brought againſt them, of having broken all 
the commandments, which I endeavoured to 
prove trom the word of God, their confeſſions 
in the Prayer-Book, and by an appeal to their 
own con{ciences. — Mr, J. the Independent 
Miniſter of that town, received me as a bro- 
ther; he ſeems of an excellent ſpirit, and 
goes on with unwearied zeal and diligence in 


his 
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his Maſter's work. The congregation, at the 
laſt place, was ſuppoſed to be near two thou- 
ſand, but by no means ſo large as that at 
Medneſbury. I was not a little exhauſted in 
the evening, but ſomewhat impreſſed with a 
ſenſe of the diſtinguiſhing, mercies conferred 
on ſo unworthy a creature. To have ſtrength 
and opportunity to preach the goſpel of peace 
to ſo many thouſands of. precious ſouls, who 
attend upon the word, and. to have any 
{mall appearances of the divine favour ; toge- 
ther with the kindneſs and hoſpitality of our 
friends in the different places, laid me low at 
his feet from whoſe bounty and ſovereign grace 
theſe bleſſings and honours flow. On Monday 
the 23d, I got ſafe to this town, once your 
Ladyſhip's reſidence. I fear the inhabitants 
will, too late, repent of their folly and ingra- 
titude for lighting the many precious oppor- 
tunities your Ladyſhip has afforded them for 
hearing the words of eternal life. We had 
about fifty laſt night at the chapel, and I had 
ſome delight and freedom in attempting to 
open the inexhauſtible treaſures of that one 
verſe, Pſalm lxxxiv. ver. 11. The Lord God is 
a ſun and a ſhield; the Lord will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly.—Mr. G. gave me the 
meeting here, and begs, together with Mrs. A. 
the moſt dutiful remembrances to your Lady- 
ſhip. I go with him this afternoon to Caſile 
Donington, and on Wedneſday the 25th, to 
G 


Mel- 
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Melbourne, afterwards I move on to Not᷑ting- 
ham. May the preſence of the Lord go with 
me, then labour is eaſy, pain is ſweet, and 
life or death is gain. May abundant peace 
and proſperity dwell in your Ladyſhip's ſoul, 
with all thoſe who are under your roof, and 
ever attend your extenſive and various engage- 
ments for the glory of Chriſt, and the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls, this is, and ever ſhall be the 
carneſt prayer of, 


Dear MAD AM, 


Your affectionate and turificl Servant 
in the Goſpel, f 
. 


Nottingham, Aug. 4, 1781. 
Honour'd MA DAM, 

I Deſire to be thankful to our gracious Lord 
for health and ſtrength to go on in the de- 
lightful work I am at preſent engaged in. 
To preach in the itinerant way, is, I am 
| perſuaded, not only agreeable to the will of 
God, but fingularly adapted for ſpreading 
divine light and knowledge among the poor 
and ignorant. The laſt account I tranſmitted 
to your Ladyſhip was from A/þby. Mr. G. 
accompanied me from thence to Caſtle-Don- 
ington, where a few ſerious people ſeemed to 
receive the word with attention and delight. 

Wea- 


! 
Wedneſday the 25th, I went to Staunton, and 
had the pleaſure of meeting Mr. V. from 
London, who has, for ſome years, exerted 
himſelf nobly for the intereſt of the goſpel 
in theſe parts. I preached in his brother's 
houſe to a few people, who had been driven 
from the labours of the field by a ſhower 
of rain. — On Thurſday the 26th we went 
to Melburne, and had a congregation in 
the evening of about two hundred: I was 
much pleafed with the ſeriouſneſs of my au- 
ditory, and alſo with the neatneſs and plea- 
fant fituation of their new chapel. Their 
faithful Paſtor, Mr. G. your Ladyſhip's late 
ſtudent, is a young man of good judgment, and 
of an excellent ſpirit, I hope they are thank- 
ful for ſo invaluable a bleſſing, and will en- 
deavour, by every poſſible means, to ſtrengthen 
his hands in the work of the Lord. — On Fri- 
day the 27th, I got ſafe to this town, and 
preached in a very large Meeting-houſe the 
ſame evening ; and gave notice I ſhould take 
up my ſtand in the Market-place on the 
following Sunday, viz. the 29th, which was 
alſo inſerted in one of the weekly papers the 
next day. At eight in the morning we had 
at leaſt two thouſand ; and, though 1 felt a 
painful preſſure on my breaſt, whilſt preach- 
ing, yet the Lord gave me ſuch liberty, on 
Liuke, ch. xxiv. ver. 32, And they ſaid one 
to another, Did not our heart burn within 
us, while he talked to us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the ſcripture ? — that, 
| —_— bleſſed 


( 834 ] 
bleſſed be His Name! there ſeemed to be fi- 
lence and folemnity in the congregation. In 
the afternoon I preached again in the Meeting- 
houſe; and at the Market Croſs in the even- 
ing, where I think we had the largeſt congre- 
gation I ever ſaw. They were thought, at a 
moderate computation, to be not leſs than five 
thouſand; and, what is very deſirable, a good 
degree of ſeriouſneſs and attention was viſible 
in the whole aſſembly, and ſome few were 
much affected. I endeavoured to ſet before 
them the dreadful conſequences of their hav- 
ing broken the law of God, and the infinite 
love of Chriſt, who became a curſe for us, to 
redeem us from the curſe of the law. The 
Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to afford me more 
than uſual freedom and authority in delivering 
my meſſage, and I do ſincerely hope ſome 
precious fouls will bleſs God for that opportu- 
nity. When I firſt began, I was fo hoarſe 
that I almoſt deſpaired of being heard by one 
half of the people; but my voice ſoon became 
clear and ſtrong, and my poor heart bold and 


free, to proclaim the dying love and atone- 


ment of a precious Saviour. I was ſo en- 
couraged by the delightful proſpect of win- 


ning ſome ſouls to Chriſt, as determined me 


to ſpend another Sunday with them. Honeſt 
Mr. H. one of your Ladyſhip's ſtudents, 
conducted me the next day to More-Green, 
and I had a good time in ſetting forth 
the ſovereign, tree, and eternal love of 


God 
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God in our adoption and glorification, from 
Fer. ch. iii. ver. 19. But I aid, How ſhall I 
put thee among the children, and give thee a 
pleaſant land, a goodly heritage of the hoſts of 
nations? And ] ſaid, Thou Foal! call me, My fa- 
ther; and ſhalt not turn away from me. May 
the ſpirit of God impreſs thoſe glorious truths 
upon their hearts who ſeemed to liſten to them 
with pleaſure - On Tueſday the 3 iſt, Mr. H. 

attended me to Ion, where I preached out 
of doors to ſome hundreds, on Rev. ch. 1. 
ver. 5, 6, Unto Him that loved us, and waſhed 
us from our fins in his 6wn blood, and hath made 

us kings and prieſts unto God and his Father ; to 
Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen—but the heat of the weather ſo op- 
preſſed my ſpirits, that I got through the ſer- 
vice with pain and difficulty. Vour Ladyſhip 
will rejoice to hear that Meſſrs. H. and G. go 
on well in their reſpective charges, and are 
diligent in their endeavours to ſpread the goſ- 
pel in the neighbouring villages. They till 
retain their former zeal and fimplicity, and, 

I truſt, will perſevere unto the end. On Med- 
neſday the 1ſt, Mr. H. and I had a pleaſant 
ride to Matlock, 1 was much pleaſed with the 
romantic and ſtriking ſituation of that place. 
The late Mr. N. has built a chapel there, 
which is at preſent ſhut up, I was offered 
the uſe of it that evening; but there being 
no hopes of a congregation with ſo ſhort no- 
tice, we returned to Ripley, and after drink- 


1 ing 
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ing tea at the Inn, where we had an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to two young women on 
the advantages of true religion, who were 
much ſurprized, and, I hope, impreſſed with 
the weight of the ſubject, I went to the 
Green before the door (having previouſly diſ- 
patched two lads to give notice of my preach- 
ing), and began to talk to the people in the 
plaineſt manner I could; many of them ſeem- 
ed remarkably attentive, I felt a tender con- 
cern for their ſouls; and, after commending 
them to God, and the word of his grace, I 
publiſhed my brother H. for that day fort- 
night. I do hope this unexpected viſit is 
an earneſt of ſome bleſſings in reſerve for that 
town. On Friday the 3d, I returned to Not- 
zingham, and preached in the Meeting: I was 
rather ſhut up 1n ſpirit, but a judicious friend 
told me afterwards, that himſelf and ſome 
others were much refreſhed, which was a 
great comfort to me.—A young woman called 
to inform me, that ſeven years ago ſhe received 
a bleſſing from my preaching, and has attend- 
ed the goſpel ever ſince. Another friend told 
me, that ſeveral had joined Mr. V. 's ſociety, 
who were firſt awakened at the Market-Croſs, 
the ſame year; and Mr. H. has juſt now been 
with me, to let me know that a remarkable 
backſlider, belonging to his congregation, had 
been ſtruck, laſt Monday, under the word; 

and that prejudices were removed from others. 


— Monday the 6th, I direct my courſe for 
Newark, 


at Lincoln againſt the 12th. 
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Newark, Normanton, &c. and purpoſe being 


May the 
God of Abraham attend me with his gracious 
preſence, and aftord your Ladyſhip abundant 
conſolation in hearing of the proſperity of Zion, 
and that the dominion of Satan, in the hearts 
of many poor ſinners, is overthrown by the 
preaching of the Croſs of Chriſt this ſummer ! 


I am, deve Mana, 
| Your affectionate and dutiful Servant, 
Ci G. 8 


York, Aug. 20, 1781. 
\HE laſt time I had the honour of ad- 
drefling your Ladyſhip, was from Not- 
tingham, dated the 4th inſtant. On the en- 
ſuing Sabbath I preached at the Croſs at eight 
in the morning; in a large Meeting-houſe at 
eleven, and at the Croſs again at fix in the 


evening. The congregations were much larger 
than on the preceding Sunday; and, I bleſs 


God! I was carried through the labours of 


the day with ſome degree of liberty and de- 
light. The ſubjects I diſcourſed upon were taken 
from, Firſt, the 1ſt Epiſtle of John, ch. iii. 


ver. 1. Behold, what manner of love the Father 


bath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called 


the Sons of God. —— Second, from Exodus, 


ch. xxiii. ver. 20, 21, 22. Behold, I ſend an 


G 4 angel 
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angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and 
to bring thee into the place which ] have prepa- 
red. Beware of him, and obey his voice, pro- 
voke him not; for he will not pardon your tranſ= 
greſſions : for my name is in him. But if thou 
alt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I 
ſpeak; then will I be an enemy to thine enemies, 
and an adverſary unto thine adverſaries. 
Third, Luke, ch. ix. ver. 11. And he healed 
hem that bad need of bealing.-—On Monday 
the 6th, I had a moſt delightful ride to 
Newark ; the greater part of my road lay near 
the banks of the Trent, and the many pleaſing 
objects in my view, raiſed my thoughts to Him 
from whom all the beauties of the creation 
flow, and in whom all human and divine ex- 
cellencies center. I had the pleaſure of meet- 
ing Mr. B. your Ladyſhip's ſtudent, at Newark, 
who had the day before preached twice in the 
Market-place, without any interruption. Some 
years ago, Mr. G. at that time one of your La- 
dyſhip's ſtudents, made an attempt there, at the 
peril of his life, and had as narrow and provi- 
dential an eſcape from the fury of his perſecu- 
tors, as Paul had when he fled in the night from 
Damaſcus. It is a favourable circumſtance for 
itinerant preachers that field and ſtreet- preach- 
ing is become more reſpectable throughout the 
land, and that prejudices againſt it are daily 
wearing off. The room, where the people 
aſſembled in the evening, was remarkably 
crowded, and I was much . the 
cal, — 
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heat. —The next day I went to Normanton, 
and preached in the open air to a few ſerious 
people, and many of them were much re- 
freſhed, —-On Wedneſday I viſited my friends 
at Grantham, and attempted to open theſe 
precious words in Coloſſians, ch. iii. ver. 4. 
When Chriſt, who is our life, ſhall appear, then 
ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory. — Mr. B. 
accompanied me the next day to Sleaford, 
and, after the labours of the field were over, 
near two hundred attended upon the word and 
worſhip of Almighty God. The next Lord's 
Day, vi. the 12th, I ſpent with our friends 
at Lincoln, and rejoiced to find that Mr. B.'s 
labours afforded general ſatisfaction, and, 
I hope, conſiderable profit. — On Wedneſday 
the 14th, I came to Gainſborough. Mr. M. 


and Mr. S. accompanied me to Crowle on 


Thurſday, and in the evening we had a good 


company. In the latter part of my diſcourſe 
I was led to ſpeak on the moſt intereſting 
things with all plainneſs of ſpeech ; a good 
degree of ſolemnity and ſeriouſneſs was 
viſible among the people. — On Friday the 
16th, I got ſafe to this city, and preached 
twice on the following Sabbath, from Deut. 
ch. xxxiii. ver. 29. Happy art thou, O Iſrael : 
Who is like unto thee, O people ſaved by the 
Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is the 


ſword of thine excellency ! And from 1/atah, 


ch. ii. ver. 17. The loftineſs of Man ſhall be 
bowed down, and the haughtineſs of men jhall be 
5 made 


E 

mage low : and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted 
n that day. On Monday evening, from 
P/alm 1x11. ver. 8. Truſt in him at all times; 
ye people, pour out your hearts before him : God 
zs a refuge for us —And, if I may judge from 
my own feelings, we were not deſtitute of our 
dear Lord's preſence and bleſſing. My not 
hearing from my friend at Newcaſtle, has de- 
termined me to proceed no further North, at 
preſent, I mean to take a turn into the We/? 
| Riding, and, after viſiting Shefrield, &c. ſhall 
endeavour to ſpend a few days more among 
my Lincolnſhire friends. May the God of all 
grace abundantly bleſs and preſerve your Lady- 
ſhip! 

5 I am, dear Ma DpAM, 


Your obedient and affectionate Servant, 


C. G. 


Lincoln, Sept. 4, 1781. 


Honour'd MA DAM, 
28 IS morning I returned from my Tour 


in Yorkſhire, and had the honour of your 
Ladyſhip's letter. — When TI left York, I di- 
_ rected my courſe to Leeds, where I preached 
at Mr. E.'s Meeting to a numerous and at- 
tentive auditory, on 2 Cor. ch. v. ver. 14, 15. 
For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us; be- 
cauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
ben were all dead: And that he died "+ all, 
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that they which live ſhould not henceforth live 
unto themſelves, but unto Him which died for 
them, and roſe again. — From thence I pro- 
ceeded to Mr. K.'s, at Kirkburton, there was 


a funeral the ſame evening. Some hundreds 


were aſſembled in the church, and I truſt 
we had a ſolemn opportunity. Mr. K. pub- 


| liſhed me for the next evening, and that 


large church was near full; bleſſed be God! 
I had ſome ſacred pleaſure in diſcourſing on 
Amos, ch. iii. ver. 3. Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed? — I humbly hope the 
people received ſome profit. — The follow- 
ing evening, which was Saturday, there was 
another funeral, and I ſpoke to the people. 
Three young clergymen, who live in the 
neighbourhood, were in the church on Friday, 
and we ſpent an hour together, after ſervice 
was over, in agreeable and ſerious converſa- 
tion.—On Sunday the gth, Mr. K.'s church, 


both in the morning and afternoon, was quite 


_ crowded : I think I never ſaw ſo large a con- 


gregation in any church out of London; and 
I was much pleaſed with their ſtriking up, 


Come let us join our chearful ſongs, &c. before 


the prayers began, There was viſibly much 
attention and ſeriouſneſs among the people, 
whilſt I endeavoured to deſcribe the ſpirit and 
privileges of the true Chriſtian, from Phil. 


ch. iii. ver. 3. For we are the circumciſion, who 


worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt 


Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh,—— 


In 
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In the afternoon I attempted to ſet forth 
the glory of Chriſt's perſon, His dying love, 
and His full and free ſalvation for periſhing 
finners, from Phil. ch. 11.—I went and preach- 
ed the ſame evening in Aldmonbury church, 
about four miles from K:irkburton, and the 
congregation was as large as any I had that 
day. What an unſpeakable bleſſing it is there 
are ſo many ſerious Miniſters in that populous 
neighbourhood ; and what an extenſive field 
of uſefulneſs for God's faithful ſervants ! 
On Monday the 17th, I came to Rotherham ; 
Mr. K. accompanied me; we ſtaid two nights 
under Mr. W. 's hoſpitable roof. He has built 
a very neat and commodious chapel; and, 
though it was a very wet evening, we had a 
few hundreds that attended with ſeriouſneſs. 
The next day I came to Sheffield, and preached 
at Mr. B.'s, to a large and attentive auditory. 
The next morning I ſet off, and got to Newark 
in the evening. I was ſo much fatigued with 
the journey of forty miles, and for want of 
| ſleep the preceding evening, that I prevailed 
on Mr. B. to preach; he ſeems to be a pro- 
miſing young man. I was publiſhed by him 
to preach in the Market-place next Sunday, 
but the weather would not admit of it ; how- 
ever, I truſt we had three comfortable Meet- 
ings in their little room that Lord's day.— 
I went from Newark to Bloxham, and preached 
in the church that is now ſupplied by Mr. M. 
(once your Ladyſhip's ſtudent) to a few people 
| | ON 


. 


on that bleſſed promiſe, Matt. ch. xviii. ver. 20. 
Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the maſt of them. — l viſited 
Carlton alſo, and had a precious opportunity on 
thoſe words, Pſalm xxxiii. ver. 18. Behold the 
eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, upon 
ths that hope in his mercy. As my engage- 
ments are now fulfilled, I purpoſe directing my 
courſe next week towards the Weſt ; ſhall be 
at Worceſter in a fortnight. I hope to be re- 
membered by your Ladyſhip at the throne of 


grace, and remain, 
Honoured MA DAM, 
Your LApYSsHIP's 


Faithful and obedient Servant, 


C00, 
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in that place, at preſent: a ſermon upon the 


JOURN A L, &c. 


MapAM, 
Greeable to your Ladyſhip's particular 


\ defire, I now fit down to give you an 
account of my tour *. 


On Wedneſday, Auguſt the 1it, I left Spa- 
Fields, and in the evening of the ſame day 
opened my commiſſion at Houn/low, We firſt 


went upon the Heath in hopes of a con- 


gregation; but, through the hurry of the 
harveſt, no people appeared, except a few 
boys at play. The few friends there, as well 
as myſelf, judged it beſt to return to the cha- 
pel in the town, and try appearances there, 
After a little time a ſmall number of people 
collected together with the ſerious, and I 
preached. The Lord enabled me to addreſs 
them with great plainneſs and boldneſs upon 
the important realities of religion. The peo- 


ple, in general, appeared very attentive, and 
the few ſerious amongſt them, happy; but I 


cannot. ſay there is much to be hoped for 


Ihe Reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that the following Let- 
ters were, irom day to day, written by way of Journal, 


Heath 
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Heath on the Lord's day, would give the beſt 
and moſt ſatisfactory trial. — Thurſday the 2d, 
I came here, and preached in the evening to a 
a very pretty congregation, conſidering the hur- 
rying ſeaſon of wheat-harveſt. We had indeed 
a a moſt remarkable time. The people of God 
appeared divinely watered, and graciouſly re- 
freſhed from above: this, I truſt, is only a 
bunch of the firſt-fruits, and a pledge of 
greater glories following the word every day. 
To-morrow, if the Lord will, I go for Read- 
ing, and, by the people's very preſſing letter, 
am conſtrained to ſpend the ſabbath there; 
in the morning to preach and give the ſacra- 
ment, and in the evening, if it can be ac- 
compliſhed, I hope to preach in the open air. 
— Saturday the 4th, I arrived ſafe at Reading, 
and was received in the moſt afteQtionate 
manner by our warm-hearted brother Mr. 
C.—On the Lord's Day morning, preached 
from Luke, ch. xii. ver. 32. Fear not, little 
flock; for it is your Father's good pleaſure to 
give you the kingdom.—Hete we had a moſt 
gracious and melting time among God's 
people: the Lord ſeemed richly to feed their 
ſouls. Indeed, this congregation, though ſmall, 
is the moſt lively, ſimple, and affectionate, I 
have long ſeen; my very ſoul was charmed. 
and dehghted with the fight of ſo many 
melted hearts and weeping eyes. Surely, the 
Lord has much, very much work, from theſe 
appearances, to do in this place. At half 
paſt two we met again for exhortation and 
” „ fers 
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ſacrament; never did I ſee more glorious diſ- 


plays of redeeming power among the Lord's 
followers; this ſcene exceeded the morning 
ſeaſon, and much liberty did my heart feel in 


addreſſing theſe dear people. In the evening, 


at fix, I preached again to a very crowded au- 
ditory : this was an earneſt addreſs to the un- 
converted; great ſolemnity and attention ap- 
peared in every face, and I do hope ſome great 
good was done in the Lord's name. To 
Him be all the glory! — Monday the 6th. 
This morning early we parted with our dear 
Reading friends, and came to Newbury, at- 
tended by the ſtudent, Mr. P. where I am 
appointed to preach in the Independent Meet- 
ing for Mr. M. The Lord, I truſt, will be 
with us of a truth.—According to appoint- 
ment, I preached in Mr. M.'s Meeting-houſe 


to an attentive congregation, on the neceſſity 


of forgiveneſs, and was particularly led to in- 
fiſt upon the knowledge of this bleſſing as the 
preſent privilege of God's people. This place 
in general appears very dead and lifeleſs indeed. 


The church people, I fear, are great enemies to 


the truths of the goſpel, as well as the power 
of godlineſs; nevertheleſs, the Lord gave 
me to ſpeak with freedom and with bold- 


neſs, Here I think the people want ſome 


rouſing ſermons in the fields, upon the Lord's 
Day, to ſtir them up. O Lord, proſper 
thy word among them for thy own glory! 
— Tueſday, Auguſt the 7th. This morning 
came to Marlborough, nineteen miles from 
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Newbury, and preached in the evening, by 
appointment, to a ſmall aſſembly. My ſpirit 
was ſolemn, and felt much impreſſed with the 
conſideration of the worth of ſouls, but did 
not enjoy that inward ſweetneſs and delight, 
which the Lord is pleaſed often graciouſly 
to impart in his blefſed work. The Lord's 
people, however, ſeemed much refreſhed un- 
der the word ; but the people in the town 
appear in general averſe to the goſpel.—Wed- 
neſday the 8th. This morning came to Clacł, 
ſixteen miles of the moſt dreadful roads I ever 
travelled, over rocks and mountains; and, what 
was worſe than all, when we arrived, Mr. V. 
was not at home : ſo that the appointment of 
three letters had been neglected; conſequent- 
ly, the people did not expect me to preach 
here to-day ; however, by the great activity 
of ſome Chriſtian friends, ſpeedy notice was 
given to the whole neighbourhood, and a 
very bleſſed. congregation was aſſembled in 
the evening, to whom I preached. In this 
ſeaſon I felt a peculiar ſoftneſs and ſweetneſs 
over my own ſpirit, and the Lord enabled me 
to addreſs His people with much freedom. 
If we may judge from appearances, I ſhould 
hope a real bleſſing was here beſtowed from 
above, and that the hearts of God's redeemed 
were watered with the ſhowers of his love. 
 —Thurſday the 9th. This morning rode to 
Malmſbury; and, according to appointment, 


preached 


[ 98 ] 


| preached in the open air. The congregation 


was not large, but very attentive, and I 
was now enabled to addreſs the people with 
great plainneſs, from Rom. ch. v. ver. 1. 

Therefore being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Fefſus Chriſt. —Yet 
I cannot fay J found any thing of that inward 
ſweetneſs and compoſure of ſpirit I ſo happily 
enjoyed laſt night at Clack. It is, perhaps, 
good for me; but as the work is all his 
own, He will cauſe his word to accom- 
pliſh that for which He ſends it forth among 
men. Friday the 1oth. Came this day to 
Brinkworth, where I preached, at ſeven in 

the evening, to a very ſweet and attentive au- 
ditory. Here the power of God, in a very 
remarkable manner, appeared to come down 


among the people, while I ſpoke from Colo/- 


ans, ch. iii. ver. 3. For ye are dead, and your 


life is hid with Chriſt in God. I know not 
when I experienced a greater degree of free- 
dom and liberty in the bleſſed work of the 
Lord. The word of God, I do believe, did 
go, as it were, from heart to heart, and was 
glorified. In this place, I think, there is a 
moſt promiſing appearance of a great work 

being carried on. The people are thirſting 
tor the word of life, but they want labourers, 
A ſtudent might be well employed here, at 
Malmſbury, and at Tetbury, where the opening 


for the goſpel is moſt general.—Saturday the 


lith. This day employed in ſtudy, prayer, 
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and writing; but, very unfortunately, I 
caught a bad cold and fore throat on Thur. 
day night, while preaching in the open air, 
when cold and damp, and which was laſt 
night ſo increaſed by riding home, that this 
morning my breaſt is greatly oppreſſed, and I 
have entirely loſt my voice. Notwithſtand- 
ing this diſtrefling circumſtance, I am pub- 
liſhed to preach in two different places to- 
morrow, Sunday the 12th, where large con- 
gregations are expected. The Lord, I truſt, 
will appear to raiſe me, and give me new 
ſtrength for new work; for He knows I do 
long only to live, labour, and, die in his bleſ- 
ſed and free ſervice. If the Lord ſpares me, 
my next route will be for Glouceſter, Tewkeſ- 
bury, Overbury, and Worceſter, where I hope 
to be favoured with a line from your Lady- 
ſhip. _—Follow me, dear Madam, in every 
place, with your prayers, that the word of the 
Lord may run and be abundantly glorified ; 
and be aſſured, your Ladyſhip never is, or 
will be, forgotten, in the beſt moments, by 


Your ever devoted 
and faithful Servant in the Goſpel, 


Saturday, e 
Aug. II, 1781. W. P. 


H 2 Dear 
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Dear MA DAM! 
NJ Otwithitanding my diſtreſs, occaſioned by 


an inflammation in my throat, and a 
cold in my ſtomach, the Lord enabled me to 
preach this morning, Auguft 12, at Lae, in 
a very crowded church. The people were 
gathered from the whole neighbourhood, and 
appeared very ſolemn and attentive under the 
word of life. — Great liberty, and a divine 
unction from above, did my own ſoul enjoy 
(I know not when it was more fo) ; and while 
the word of God fell with power, many hearts 
were melted down, and many eyes overflow- 
ing with tears. Surely, the Lord was won- 
derfully preſent here; and this was no other 
than the Houſe of God, and the Gate of 
Heaven. In the afternoon I preached again, 
at a place two miles from the other church, 
called Ger/on, to a much larger congregation 
than in the morning. Of a truth did I now 
find that word fulfilled, As thy day is, ſo ſhall 
thy firength be, —Here again we ſaw evident- 
ly the diſplays of the Redeemer's power and 
glory, while the glad tidings of ſalvation went 
abroad, from Heb. ch. ii. ver. iii. How ſhall 
we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation ? — 


This was rather a ſolemn and awful warning 


to ſinners that were unacquainted with the 


love and grace of Chriſt ; but afterwards, I 
was told, the Lord made it a remarkable and 
| bleſſed 
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bleſſed time to his own people. If the Lord 
will work, who ſhall lett it? — Auguſt the 
14th, we arrived at Rodborougb, where I 
preached to a glorious b apc I believe, 
of praying ſouls. If we may judge by the 
affectionate congratulations, and warm thanks 
of the people, with their hearty Amens, a real 
bleſſing was beſtowed from the Lord among 
them. —Wedneſday the 15th. Came this day 
to Overbury, 25 miles from Rodborough, where 
I am, God willing, to preach to-morrow 
evening, and at Tewkeſbury on Friday, in the 
open fields. Friday the 17th. Had a very 
comfortable and bleſſed time in my own ſoul 
laſt night, preaching to the people in this 
place. On account of harveſt, the congre- 
gation was ſmall ; but, I truſt, our bleſſings 
were neither few nor ſmall. The Lord's 
power ſeemed to be preſent, and, I believe, 
his dear children had a rea] bleſſing. O, my 
God! how does my whole ſoul long for the 
univerſal ſpread of the goſpel in every dark 
corner of the land. O, wilt thou go with 
me this day into the fields of a truth, and 
clothe me with the garments of ſalvation, 
that all thy ſaints may ſing aloud for joy and 
gladneſs of heart! Then ſhall the name of 
my Lord be as ointment poured forth, and 
every virgin-ſoul ſhall love him. — In the 
evening preached in the field of a kind 
Quaker, at Tewke/bury. Here J uſed to preach 
Nine or ten years ago, when great numbers 
of all ranks conſtantly attended, and ſuch 
H 3 a power 
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a power of God followed the word, and ſuch 


a thirſt for the goſpel in this place enſued, 


that one gentleman affered land, another an 
hundred pounds, and a third, thirty, towards 
building a chapel. To-night we had a fine 
congregation, conſidering it was ſo long ſince 


they had any field-preaching, and, I dare ſay, 


could it now be followed up, the auditories 
would be as large as ever. The people were 
very attentive, and ſome, after ſermon ſaid, the 
Lord gave them a remarkable bleſſing from 
above.—Surely, He will open a great and ef- 
fectual door in this large town for the preaching 


and ſpread of his goſpel. There really now 


wants nothing but a place, and great numbers 
would attend. Saturday the 18th. I am juſt 
arrived at Worceſter, where, if the Lord will, 
I am to ſpend the Sabbath. Mr. S. ſeems much 
pleaſed that it has ſo fallen out for me to be 
here to-morrow. — Sunday, Auguſt the 19th. 
This morning preached in the chapel at Mor- 


ceſter, the congregation was very ſmall. From 


the appearances in this great city, I much fear 
religion is not here in a flouriſhing ſtate. The 
people at large ſeem very indifferent, and even 
thoſe that are ſerious, I am afraid, have loſt 
much of the life and power of godlineſs. In 
the evening preached to a much larger con- 
gregation than in the morning: but never 
was in more diſtreſs both of body and 
mind. My cough and breaſt greatly op- 
preſſed me; but, what was worſe, my foul 
was 
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was bowed down beyond meaſure, It was, 
indeed, the moſt dark and painful ſeaſon of 
preaching I remember for many weeks; my 
mind was ſo unhappy, that I would gladly 
have run from myſelf; but, notwithſtanding 
the miſery of my own feelings, I was after- 
wards told the Lord made it a bleſſed and 
gracious time to many of his dear people. 
In the evening, after ſermon, we had a 
Sacrament, and the adorable Jeſus divinely 
appeared. Much liberty did I now enjoy in 
exhorting, during the ſolemnity, and great 
{ſweetneſs in my own foul, while the Lord's 
ſheep were led, as it were, into his green 
paſtures. That man of ſorrows ſhewed him- 
ſelf the tender, feeling, and compaſſionate 
friend, that, in every diſtreſs, ſticketh cloſer 
than a brother. — Weſt Bromwich, Auguſt the 
20th. Monday evening arrived at this place, 
and was molt kindly received by my dear old 
friend Mr. V. but ſo diſtreſſing and oppreſſive 
is my cough, that I am almoſt rendered uſeleſs 
in the Lord's vineyard ; nevertheleſs, the Lord 
is good, and often favours me with a gracious | 
ſmile, though my rebellious heart is prone to 
_ murmur againſt him. — Wedneſday the 22d. 
Preached this evening to a glorious congrega- 
tion, in the open air. I believe there were fif- 
teen hundred people, and 1 was enabled to ſpeak 
with a great degree of freedom to many of my 
dear ſpiritual children in the Lord. There 
were indeed many wet eyes under the word; 
A4 and, 
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and, I do believe, many of God's people had a 
peculiar bleſſing. I do not know how it is, 
but I am always more at home here than in 
any other part of the world, and enjoy that 
peculiar ſweetneſs in declaring the truths of 
God, that I very rarely feel elſewhere. Such 
is my attachment to theſe dear ſpiritual chil- 
dren, that, if I might follow the leadings of 
my own mind, I ſhould wiſh to live, labour, 
and die with them; nor is my tender affection 
loſt, for I verily believe they love me with all 
the ardour of the moſt affectionate friends in 
the world. O, my deareſt Lord! ſtand by 
me, ſtrengthen me, anoint me, and enable me 
daily to work more and more for thee, becauſe 
thou knoweſt, The night will ſoon come when no 
man can work, —Saturday the 25th. Preached 
laſt night, at Darlſton, to a goodly company of 
people. The fight of the poor, ſimple Col- 
liers would have rejoiced your Ladyſhip's heart, 
My breaſt greatly diſtreſſed me while ſpeak- 
Ing in the open air, and I believe had a con- 
ſiderable effect upon my ſpirit, which deprived 
me of much of that divine ſweetneſs I often 
enjoy; nevertheleſs, the Lord gave a bleſſing 
to'many of his dear people. The awful de- 
clenſion of religion that has taken place in 
theſe parts, is indeed very painful to behold ; 
but a hope of the Lord's blefling the word, 
to the revival of his bleeding cauſe, will 
determine me to continue preaching in 
all theſe large and very populous towns as 
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long as poſſible. My ſoul longs ardently to 
ſee ſomething of that divine fire rekindled, 
which I once ſo gloriouſly beheld. The 
' appearances are promiſing, from the rea- 
dineſs of the people to fly to the goſpel- 
ſtandard ; and from that ſpirit of prayer and 
power given, my hopes and expectations are 
very ſanguine. That God, who has the re- 
ſidue of the ſpirit with him, will, I truſt, 
pour him forth upon this dear people, that 
every heart may revive as the corn, and flou- 
riſh as the vine in the courts of the Lord.— 
My moſt Chriſtian reſpects attends your La- 
dyſhip's whole happy retinue in Wales, May 
grace, rich grace, be multiplied very abun- 
dantly to your Ladyſhip, to them, and to, 


Your LaDysniP's 
Ever devoted Servant in the Goſpel, 


Saturday, | W. P. 
Aug. 25, 1781. | 


MapaM, | 


HIS whole week I have been flattering. 

. myſelf with the hopes of a line from your 

Ladyſhip, but am diſappointed. I hope, how- 

ever, you are well. — Aug. 26. This morning I 
preached at Wedneſbury, there were not leſs 

than three thouſand people liſtening with the 
utmoſt attention to hear the word of life. 


Great 


„ 

Great liberty did the Lord give me to ad- 
dreſs them with all faithfulneſs, from Rev. 
ch. ii. ver. 4. Nevertheleſs I have ſomewhat 
againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. 
— The power of God appeared evidently pre- 
ſent among the people; and, from the many 
hearts that were broken down under the ſer- 
mon, we have great reaſon to conclude much 
good was done in the name of the Lord. In 
theſe parts the people manifeſt an uncommon 
deſire to hear the bleſſed free goſpel, and I do 
verily believe we ſhall ſee a glorious revival of 
the dear Redeemer's bleſſed cauſe here. At 
this place the Student Mr. H. reſides, and 
preaches about in moſt of the adjacent towns, 
and, I am told, with a good degree of ac- 
ceptance to the people.—In the evening I 
preached again at Bromw:ch, to I believe twice 
the number of precious ſouls we had in the 
morning at Wedneſbury, and with equal li- 
berty, life, and power. The Lord's glory 
wonderfully appeared ; and though we had a 
kind of miſt and ſmall rain the whole time, 
the people ſtood like lambs, or, rather, like 
immortals hearing for eternity, while I con- 
tinued preaching for near an hour. The bro- 
ken hearts and overflowing eyes under the 
word would have made your Ladyſhip's heart 
leap for joy. Surely, God was of a truth in 
this place, and it was no other than the 
Houſe of God, and the very Gate of Heaven. 

It is very remarkable that the people flock 
more 
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more to hear the goſpel in this place than in 
any other, which, I ſuppoſe, muſt ariſe from 
its local ſituation, being central to all the large 
and populous towns lying round it. Tueſda 
the 28th. This evening preached at Walſal, 
and, though it rained very hard, the poor 
people came for many miles round, and we 
had a glorious congregation : more than cu- 
riofity, I am perſuaded, muſt incline theſe 
precious ſouls to come fo far in ſuch dreadful 
weather to hear the word of God. To-night 
we had the uſe of a good chapel, and, bleſſed 
be God! it was well filled; but, what was 
more glorious, the Lord was graciouſly pre- 
ſent with us. A divine unction and power 
did my own heart feel from on high, and the 
ſame bleſſed power of God was evidently diſ- 
played in the midſt of his people. The Lamb 
of God manifeſted forth his glory, and the 
hearts of his redeemed were made divinel 
happy while fitting under his bleſſed ſhadow, 
Theſe are, indeed, Bethel viſits; times much 
to be remembered. — Wedneſday the 29th. 
This evening preached again at Malſal, to a 
large and ſolemn congregation. Surely, my 
gracious God! thine arm went abroad, and 
thy kingdom of grace came with a living and 
almighty power. In ſuch a ſervice and divine 
employ, who would not with to ſpend and be 
ſpent—yea, to live and die? — It zow brings 
its own wages, and its laſt free reward ſhall 
be a crown of immortal bliſs, and unfading 


glory. 
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glory. — Work then, O my ſoul, while it is 
day, for thy Lord. — Thurſday, Auguſt 30. 
This evening had a moſt glorious opportunity 
in preaching Chriſt crucified to a great con- 
_ eourſe of people in the open ſtreets of Dud- 
ley : by their attention and ſolemnity they in- 
deed ſeemed to hear the word as for eternity. 
Who would not wiſh to live and ſerve ſuch a 
Maſter? His ſervice is truly perfect freedom. 
Sunday, Sept. 2. Yeſterday afternoon came 
to Birmingbam, where I preached this morn- 
ing, at half paſt eight o'clock, to an amazing 
concourſe of people, in the open air. The 
Lord's glorious power was wonderfully diſ- 
played, and his fpirit, I believe, poured out, 
not only upon my own heart, but alſo upon 
the people. I was told, after ſermon, of a 
poor woman, who, the day before, was curſing 
all the Methodiſts, but was ſo wrought upon 
by the Lord's power under the word, that ſhe 
went away weeping, ready to break her heart. 
I pray the Lord her conviction, and others 
that heard, may prove laſting. —There is truly 
an aſtoniſhing door opened for the faithful 
preaching of the goſpel in this large and very 
populous town. The people's natural prejudices 
are ſo generally removed, that they appear ready 
to hear what any Miniſter has to offer them in 
the name of the Lord. —I hope once more to 
preach here before I leave this part of the 
country, and I am not without ſtrong hopes, 


that the Lord of all Lords will yet more glo- 
riouſly 
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riouſly ſpread the goſpel among theſe precious 
ſouls, and that other great and effectual doors 
will be opened in different parts of this neigh- 
bourhood for his glory. To fee thouſands and 
thouſands of people ſtand like lambs in the 
open ſtreets, and in the midſt of drizzling 
rain, and dark clouded ſkies, is ſo glorious a 
ſight, that, methinks, I could willingly 
live and die in fo divine a ſervice. Af- 
ter ſermon I rode to Bromwich, where I 
preached again as uſual, at five o'clock, to an 
aſtoniſhing crowd of people. No weather, 


however bad, ſeems to deter them from com- 


ing to hear the word of life. Their ears are 
opened of a truth to hear, and their lips dwell 
upon the pleaſing accents of ſalvation freely 
ſounding through the blood of Feſus—Twue/day, 
Sept. 4, preached in the open air at the large 
and populous town of Bz//fon, There were, I 
believe, more than two thouſand ſouls who 
liſtened to the word of God with the greateſt 
attention ; and, what gave me a peculiar de- 
gree of pleaſure, was the prodigious number 
of young people of both ſexes. The ſermon 
was Chiefly calculated for the unawakened, 
from Romans, ch. xiii. ver. 11. former part; 
And that, knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of ſteep.— And, indeed, the 
dear immortals, by their countenances, ap- 
peared in general to hear as if they were ſen- 
ſible of the worth of their precious ſouls, 
and were really deſirous of being partakers of 
ever- 
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everlaſting ſalvation.Medneſday the 5th. This 
afternoon was to have preached a ſecond ſer- 
mon in the ſtreets of Dudley ; but the exceſſive 
rains, which continued through the whole 
day, unfortunately prevented me. — Thurſday 
the 6th. This evening preached a ſecond time 
at Wedneſbury, to a very bleſſed and ſerious 
congregation, The Lord was pleaſed to make 


It a very gracious and comfortable ſeaſon to 


many, as I afterwards heard ; nor was it leſs 
comfortable to myſelf. The glory of the 
Lord appearing, through the word, many eyes 
were melted into tears. A poor woman has 
juſt been with me, whoſe heart was deeply 
affected under the ſermon at Dudley : ſhe ap- 
| pears in very great diſtreſs of mind, and I do 
hope the Lord is powerfully working upon 
her poor ſoul. —To thy name, O Lord! be 
all the glory.—The glorious appearances of 
the Lord's work being moſt blefledly revived 
in theſe parts, conſtrain me to ſpend one more 

week in this very populous country. Every 
time I preach I think the people's thirſt for 
the word of life appears to be greatly increa- 
ſed, and a greater power of God attends the 
word of ſalvation. — Could your Ladyſhip's 
eyes behold the aſtoniſhing congregations in 
every large town, I am ſure your very heart 
would rejoice. — To-morrow, it the Lord 
ſpares me, I am to preach at the large town 
of Wolverhampton, in the Market-place, and 
in the evening of the ſame day at TOs 

where 
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where there is to be a great Wake. Thouſands 
and thouſands, it is expected, will be there, 
and I truſt the Lord will be with us while we 
attack the grand enemy of ſouls upon his own 
ground, and by His power make the Devil's 
kingdom to tremble. — On Tueſday, again at 
Birmingham; Wedneſday, Bromwich ; Thurſday, 
Gournal; and the following Sabbath at Wal- 
ſal, in the morning, and Birmingham-ſtreets 
in the evening. The open door for the goſ- 
pel, at the laſt mentioned place, is reall 
wonderful. After this ſervice is fulfilled, if 
the Lord ſpares me, I ſhall proceed for Bed- 
worth and Coventry, for one week. Here the 
people are very deſirous of hearing me, and 
the Miniſters of the town have offered me 
both Church and Meeting. Sept. 9, Sun- 
day. This morning preached by appointment 
at Wolverhampton. There were many thou- 
ſand people came to hear the word of God in 
the public Market- place, at half paſt eight. 
This was the firſt time I ever preached in this 
large town, and ſuch kind of preaching is 
quite a new thing to the inhabitants ; but 
never did I fee a people in general hear with 
more candour, or behave with a greater de- 
gree of ſeriouſneſs and attention. It was a 
very bleſſed time to my own foul ; and, I ve- 
rily believe, there were few preſent who did 
not feel more or leſs of the Lord's almighty 
power, grace, and love. The morning was 
calm and ſerene, the air ſoft and mild, and 
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all nature ſeemed to aid us in this divine ſer- 


vice; but, above all, the dear and matchleſs 


Saviour of men ſhone upon us with ſuch a 


peculiar grace, that the hearts of the people 


were really overpowered with the glorious 


beams of his light and glory. After ſermon 
we rode to Medneſbury, where we dined with 
ſome of our dear old friends; and in the even- 
ing preached again to an incredible multitude 
of ſouls. I have very few times in my life 
ſeen a greater concourſe. The ſubject now 
was the nature and neceſſity of the New Birth. 
I addreſſed them with a great degree of free- 


dom, ſolemnity, and faithfulneſs. The hear- 
ers ſtood like ſo many ſtatues, while the Lord's 


power went abroad, and appeared to liſten to 
the joyful ſound with that attention you would 
expect from immortal beings ready to enter 
into an eternal world. This ſermon, I hope, 
will have ſome good effect upon the peo- 
ple's minds, to ſpoil the Devil's ſports at 
the Wake for this time. - When the Lord 


waits to be gracious, every mountain and 


hill is brought low, every crooked path is 
made plain, and we find a people prepared for 
the Lord. Such are appearances in theſe parts, 
and I do believe the Lord has many people 
here. — Tueſday, Sept. 11. To-day preached 
at Birmingham, to a large and very crowded 
auditory.—This ſubject was more particularly 
ſuited to warm the hearts, refreſh the ſpirits, 
and ſtrengthen the faith and hope of God's 


people, 
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people (from Titus, ch. ii. ver. 13. Looking 
for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt), 
than the Diſcourſes on Sunday, The thirſt 
for the glorious goſpel in this large town is 
really amazing; and from that divine unction 
and power of God, which ſeems ever here to 
attend the word preached, the Lord has many 
people in this place. -—I do ſuppoſe, if there 
were as many more places opened for the 
goſpel, as there are already, if there were 
ſound and acceptable Preachers, they would 
be all filled. — Fight for thyſelf, O Jeſus, 
fight, and gain a compleat victory over all thy 
rebellious foes! Ariſe, O Lord, ariſe, and 
reign King of Nations and King of Saints.— 
Wedneſday, Sept. 12. This evening preached 
at Bromwich, for the laſt time; we had a 
glorious aſſembly. The people heard with 
prayer, and their hearty Amens were apparently 
ſufficient to melt and ſoften the hardeſt heart. 
This was, truly, a very ſolemn opportunity; 
and I was, after ſermon, told, it was a moſt 
ſeaſonable word, and, they believed, a very 


uſeful and refreſhing ſeaſon to the whole 


congregation. — Thurſday the 13th. What a 
diſplay of power and grace have we this day 
ſeen at a place called Gournal, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dudley, where I preached at two 
o'clock to an aſtoniſhing crowd of people.— 
The ſolemnity of the hearers was very ama- 
Zing, and great was the liberty and ſweetneſs 


of 
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of ſpirit I enjoyed while ſounding the truths 
of God, and the love of Jeſus abroad. The 
Lord's preſence was ſo conſpicuouſly preſent 
in this afſembly, that every mind appeared, 
as it were, over-awed, and all ſeemed to feel 

ſomething of his power.—Sweet is the review 
of this week, and pleaſing it is to reflect how 
many thouſands and thouſands of ſouls have 
heard the goſpel, as if they were hearing for 
their lives, —Praiſe be to thy name, O Lord! 
for ever.—May richeſt grace and mercy ever, 
ever be the portion of your Ladyſhip, and of 


Your LADYsHIP's 


Devoted Servant in the Goſpel, 


Il al/al, 1 
Sept. 14, 1781. | W.P. 


Dear MAapam, 
T S is ſurely a great and glorious day of 
. + God's power to his church. —Your heart 
would leap for joy to behold the power at- 
tending the word, in theſe parts; never did I 
ſee ſuch hearers, or ſo many thouſands in any 
other part of the world. Never do I preach in 
any of the towns round, but thouſands and 
thouſands attend, and with ſuch ſolemnity as 
would aſſure your heart, that more than the 
form of godlineſs was amongſt Pn. That 

; vine 
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divine and ſpecial unction which I here ſee 
and feel, I never ſaw in like manner any 
where, except in ſome parts of Wales, The 
Lord, I am ſure, has a peculiar favour to theſe. 
parts of his vineyard; and, while he has a 
people to gather, or a people to feed, he will 
ſend his ſervants among them to do his work. 
Saturday, Sept. 15. Came to Walſel, where 
I am to preach to-morrow morning, and 
in the evening at Birmingham, for the laſt 
time now, in the open ſtreets. It is ex- 
pected, from the manner in which my 
other labours have been received, that there 

will be the greateſt concourſe of people 
ever ſeen, to hear the word of God. The 
Lord, I believe, will go with me. - On Mon- 
day the 17th, I go for Bedworth and Coventry. 
In Bedworth and the neighbouring towns I 
have never preached, but the people have 
preſſed me exceedingly for this viſit. It is a 
very dead country, and ſhould the Lord's 
power attend the word among them, and a 
bleſſing follow, I ſhould with to continue 
preaching there ten or twelve days, and from 
thence proceed to Norwich.—The account of 
Spa-Fields rejoices my heart. From the cha- 
racter of Mr. R. I hope the Lord will make 
him an abundant bleſſing while there. — Sun- 
day, Sept. 16. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, for 
this day's mercies! This has been one of the 
moſt glorious days of the Son of Man my eyes 
ever beheld, or my heart enjoyed, —In the 
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morning preached at Valſal, to a large aſſem- 


_ bly; but, O! what life, what liberty, and 


what divine ſweetneſs now appeared! Such 
attention, earneſtneſs, and ſolemnity, was ſeat- 


ed upon every face, as was wonderful, The 


Lord's glory did now ſignally appear; and 1 
believe it was powerfully manifeſted to the 
Lord's people, that the name of our Jeſiis 
was Emmanuel, and God with us. The friend 
of ſinners was very preſent with my own 
heart, while ſpeaking, and he appeared as 
graciouſly preſent in the midſt of the whole 
aſſembly. Broken hearts and weeping eyes, 
under the Lord's word, was a moſt pleaſing 
fight to behold, and melted my very ſoul in 
the duſt at the Lord's feet. Theſe are, in- 


deed, happy moments, rich in bleſſing, when 


the dear and lovely Jeſus thus deigns to ſmile. 


Here we ſee the divine reality of religion, and 


know that the words of Jeſus are ſpirit and 
life. In theſe glorious diſplays of redeeming 
power and bleſſed days of the Son of Man, 
how are we led to ſee the airy vanity of a 
form of godlineſs without a living power. 
In the afternoon I preached again at Birming- 


ham. The appearance of the morning could 


only be more than equalled by this. I never 
remember to have ſeen ſo many thouſands of 
people convened together, in the open air, 


more than twice in my whole life. My breaſt 


was much oppreſſed by the great exertion in 
rs the 


. 

the morning; nevertheleſs, the Lord gave me 
ſtrength for his work beyond my expectations. 
The ſubject was a cloſe and alarming addreſs 
to careleſs ſinners, from Mar, ch. viii. ver. 
36, 37. What ſhall it profit a man, if he ſhall 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? or 
What ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul? 
Never, ſurely, were a people more ſolemn 
and attentive. The Lord appeared fo preſent 
with the word, that the hearers ſeemed to 
liſten with the greateſt degree of earneſtneſs 
to what the Lord their God would ſay con- 
cerning them; and I do hope there was no 
ſmall ſhaking among the dry bones. Come, 
O breath, from the four winds, and breathe 
upon theſe lain, that they may live! Pity, 
O! pity dying men, but immortal beings, 
and teach them, O Lord, to be wiſe, that 
they may conſider their latter end. O, my 
deareſt Lord! on this divine errand of love, 
my chearful heart would gladly fly, as with 
the wings of a burning Seraph, to call thy 
poor wanderers home, that thy houſe may be 
filled with gueſts, for yet there is room : yea, 
Lord, room for the vileſt of ſinners, even for 
thy very betrayers and murderers! O, then, 
let thy kingdom of grace come in this place 

with power !— Wedneſday, Sept. 19. On Mon- 
day travelled into Warwickſhire, and this day 
preached at Bedworth, to a ſmall congrega- 
tion ; the Lord was pleaſed to favour me with 
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much freedom and boldneſs, while declaring 
his truths to dying men. This is a large and 


populous town, but here religion is at averylow 
ebb indeed, though the goſpel is preached both 
in the Church and Meeting. Once the cauſe 
of God and truth ſeemed gloriouſly to flouriſh 


In this part of the country, but now all ſorts 


of people appear careleſs and indifferent ; ne- 


vertheleſs, this day they gave me a very ſeri- 


ous and attentive hearing, and ſome wept un- 
der the ſermon.— Friday 21. This day preach- 
ed at Coventry, in St. Mary's Hall, to a very 
fine congregation: but, O! the difference 
between the appearances of the power of 
God here and in Staffordſhire, as well as in 


my own feelings. The people indeed, in ge- 


neral, were attentive; but nothing of that 
divine life and ſpecial unction which I have 
lately ſeen diſplayed in ſo glorious a manner 
amidſt ſurrounding thouſands. —As to myſelf, 
I cannot ſay I enjoyed any degree of either li- 
berty or ſweetneſs in preaching, though I was 
happy in prayer, but my ſpirit was dreadfully 
contracted and dry through the whole, while 
the ſubject itſelf was glorious, —Thele are 
humbling ſeaſons, but they prove very ſalutary 


and profitable to that heart whom God 


delights to teach. Painful as theſe ſeaſons 
are, I would not be without them for the 
world. Tis very good, as well as neceſſary, 
that we ſhould know where all our ſtrength 
is, 
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is, that we may learn wholly to depend npon 
Him. To-morrow, I am, God willing, to 
preach the whole day at Bedworth. In this 
place, I think, the appearances are pleaſing 
and promiſing.— On Tuęſday at Coventry again. 
O that the Lord's glory may there and then 
gloriouſly appear ! — Sunday, Sept. 23. I was 
this morning taken extremely ill, and was ap- 
prehenſive it would prevent my preaching, but 
the Lord, in great mercy and kindneſs ap- 
peared for me, and before the time of divine 
ſervice I was ſo far reſtored, as to be able to 
preach to a very pleaſing and ſerious aſſembly. 
I was fayoured with much of the divine pre- 
ſence, and enjoyed much boldneſs of ſpirit 
in proclaiming the truths of God to theſe 
poor dead ſouls; many wept under the ſer- 
mon. It is very remarkable, the Miniſter of 
the church had promiſed me the uſe of his 
pulpit during my ſtay in theſe parts, and ac- 
tually lent it me on Y/earneſday lait; but after 
it was ſpread through the country that I was 
to preach again upon the Lord's Day, he ſent 
me word, at eight o'clock on Saturday night, 
that I ſhould no more have the uſe of his 
church, as he could not, in conſcience, let 
ſuch a rambling Field-Preacher enter thoſe 
doors again. However, the large Independent 
Meeting was immediately offered me, and 
though it was a very rainy day, there was a 
bleſſed congregation gathered together, and 
Bo © © a good 
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good I really believe was done in the name of 


the Lord. In the evening I was enabled to 
preach again. The place was very much 


. crowded with all ranks of people, who liſten- 


ed with great ſolemnity to the glorious and 
precious truths of the goſpel. I was enabled 
faithfully to deliver my own ſoul, as if it was 
the laſt time. A divine unction appeared to 
accompany the word preached; and this morn- 


ing JI was told, by ſome of the hearers, that a 
general bleſſing was diſpenſed among the 


people. There were many thoughtleſs ſouls 
appeared much affected under the ſermon, 
which made their eyes overflow with tears. 
This bleſſed proſpect gives me a riſing hope 
that this viſit, into this dead part of the 
world, will not be in vain.—Sepze. 25. This 
day went to Coventry, and preached to a 
crowded aſſembly. The Lord was pleaſed to 
favour me with a bleſſed and glorious time. 
To-day I was as happy as I was miſerable on 
Friday laſt. This has long been a very dead 


place indeed; but, from the deſire of the 
people now to hear the goſpel, and their ſe- 


riouſneſs and attention in hearing, I would 


hope the Lord has ſome work yet to do among 
them. Every face I ſaw appeared as if they 
believed the reality of the truths delivered. 


O! that the Redeemer of Men may ſee of 
the travail of his ſoul in theſe periſhing fin- 
ners, and be fatisfied.-My ſaul longs to hear 
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of many being awakened to ſome kind con- 
cern about their eternal welfare, and that 
they are enquiring the way to Zion, with their 
faces thitherward. O Lord, ſet thy ſeal to 
the word of life, and take to thyſelf thy great 
power : Ariſe, and reign King of Nations, and 
King of Saints! — Bedworth, Wedneſday 26th. 
Glory! Glory! Glory! be to thee, O Lord, for 
the wondrous diſplays of thy grace and the 
manifeſtations of thy love, in a preached goſ- 
pel this day! Thy power did indeed ſignally 
appear, and the people were bowed under 
thee, O the comfort, the joy, the delight of 
my heart, to declare thy precious truths and 
love to dying men! What attention! What 
ſolemnity! What glory did now ſhine forth ! 
Thy name, O Teſus !] was as ointment poured 
forth, and thy people did taſte and feel thy 
love! Every heart was ſerious, every eye ap- 
peared fixed, and every ſpirit, with my own, 
melted down with the perſuaſive energy of 
thy love !—O praiſe, praiſe, eternal praiſe be 
to thee. The Lord has ſurely many people 
in this place that has long appeared ſo dull 
and dead, or the Spirit's power would not 
thus appear. — Coventry, Thurſday 27. This 

day have had a moſt bleſſed opportunity of 
preaching in this city. The congregation was 
not large, but very ſerious; Jeſus, that Man 
of Sorrows appeared, and ſhone with a pecu- 
liar grace vpn my own heart, and I believe 

upon 
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upon the hearts of his dear people alſo.—I was 


particularly led to ſpeak upon the bleſſing of 
pardon of fin, and to inſiſt upon the enjoy- 


ment of it as a preſent privilege to the re- 


deemed of the Lord. The Lord, I truſt, 
will revive his work in this dead part of the 
world, and call home poor loſt ſinners. O 


how does my ſoul long to have God's king- 


dom come, and his power to go abroad. — 


Coventry, Sunday, Sept. 30. Thanks, thanks, 


eternal thanks be to thee, O Lord ! for the 


_ glorious diſplay of thy power, love, and grace, 
this day. How did thy grace, thy truth, and 


thy ſmiles appear !—Preached in the morning 
to a moſt ſolemn aſſembly. The appearance 
was delightful to my heart, and great power 
evidently attended the word ſpoken. There 
was a very crowded aſſembly, and many melt- 
ed hearts under the word of the Redeemer's 
grace. Surely, thy arrows, O Lord, did this 
morning fly abroad, and the people were ſub- 
dued under the perſuaſive energy of thy infi- 
nite love. In the evening preached again, 
with equal life, comfort, and joy ; now the 
chapel was more than ever crowded ; the veſ- 


try, yard, and all were full: but, above all, 


the glory of the Lord appeared to fill the 


place. Never was I enabled with greater ear- 
neſtneſs to addreſs immortal ſouls. It fired 


my very ſoul to ſee old and hardened ſinners 
weep, like children, under the word of eter- 
& „ nal 
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nal life. My heart has been made glad to 
hear of ſeveral poor creatures being power» 
fully awakened. O that the impreſſions 
prove abiding and effeAtual ! Theſe people do 
truly want a lively and faithful Miniſtry: 
and I do verily believe, if this was to be the 
| caſe, much good would be done for God.— 
But, alas! the people appear as ſheep without 
a ſhepherd, and no one cares for their pre- 
cious and immortal ſouls! Pity them, O Lord, 
and ariſe in mercy to viſit them with thy 
great and glorious ſalvation, and let thy dear 
Son and Spirit have praiſe.— Monday morning, 
October 1, ſet off for Norwich. We travelled 
an hundred and forty-five miles through the 
kingdom, and found the roads ſo delightfully 
fine and pleaſant, that we arrived ſafe at 
Norwich on Thur/day evening. Here we were 
received with great kindneſs by Mr. L. Mr. C. 
and ſome of the gentlemen of the Committee, 
and other friends, who all moſt tenderly wel- 
comed us to this city. In the evening, heard 
Mr. C. preach to a fine congregation of ſim- 
ple-hearted hearers; and, from what now ap- 
peared, do believe they are very precious and 
lively people. — Norwich, Sunday, October 7. 
This morning preached in the chapel to a 
pleaſing congregation. The people appeared 
very ſerious, but the chapel was by no means 
full. I was enabled to ſpeak with plainneſs 
upon the glorious ſubject of redeeming love; 

Z but 
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but did not feel that peculiar liberty and 


ſweetneſs the Lord is pleaſed often to give 
me to enjoy; nevertheleſs, there ſeemed to 
be a ſweet unction among many of the dear 
hearers. This chapel is very commodious, 
and contains a great number of people; but 


T think it is a very hard place for a Miniſter 


to ſpeak in, and requires great exertion to 
make the people in every part hear the ſound 
of the Preacher's voice. In the evening 
preached again; the chapel was now well 
filled, and the Lord was very gracious. The 
liberty I, at this ſeaſon, enjoyed, was far ſu- 
pe rior to what I felt in the morning ſervice. 

he Lord's preſence appeared evidently with 


us, a great ſolemnity was maniteſted among 


the people, and the glory of the lovely Jeſus 


ſeemed to ſhine forth; but ſtill the bleſſing 


was more confined to the congregation than 


beſtowed on myſelf. O, deareſt Lord, thou 


doeſt all things well, and I am content to be 
what thou pleaſeſt, if thy work is but done, 
and thy name glorified among thy dear fol- 
lowers. There were ſome people very rude 


in the chapel-yard during the time of ſer- 
mon. I was much amazed to find this in a 


place where the goſpel had been preached 


for ſo many years: but ſo it is, and ever 


will be, with the human heart, till ſubdued 
by an almighty power. O may that power, 
in this great city, be lo diſplayed, _ _ 

ands 
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ſands of periſhing ſinners may come and en- 
liſt themſelves under the bleſſed and glorious 
banner of the King and Captain of our Sal- 
vation.—Forget not, dear Madam, in ſecret, 
him, who is 


Your faithful and devoted Servant, 
in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


__ Norwich, | 
October 8, 1781. "Wo i 
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